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MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS LAUNCHES SCHEMES
OF MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICE FOR MINOR FOREST
PRODUCES TO COVER 50 ITEMS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Ministry of Tribal Affairs launches schemes of Minimum
Support Price for Minor Forest produces to cover 50 items

Van Dhan, Trifood and Friends of Tribes schemes also
launched

Posted On: 28 FEB 2019 4:24PM by PIB Delhi

Shri Jual Oram, Union Minister of Tribal Affairs launched the ambitious scheme of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, Van Dhan, the scheme for Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Minor Forest
Produce Scheme (MFP) and Development of Value Chain of MFPs at a National Workshop
organized by TRIFED under Ministry of Tribal Affairs here today. Representatives from 30
States participated in the workshop where detailed interaction took place about various aspects
of these schemes. Collector, Jagdalpur made a presentation about roll out of the scheme in
Bastar.

Shri Jual Oram launched the following schemes on the occasion: -

MSP for MFPs1.
Release of guidelines (a) Scheme of MSP for MFPs (b) Van Dhan Vikas Karyakram2.
TRIFOOD project of TRIFED and Ministry of Food Processing Industries3.
TRIFEDs CSR initiatives –“Friends of TRIBES”/ Exchange of MOUs4.
Release of Special edition of TRIBES HAAT5.
DBT Scholarship portal of Ministry of Tribal Affairs6.
Van Dhan TVC7.

 

on the occasion, the Shri Jual Oram said that almost 5.5 crores tribals residing in the dense
forest areas of the Country will benefit from the Schemes of Minimum Support Price and
Value Addition. The Scheme will offer remunerative Minimum Support Price for 50
commercially viable items to the Tribals. MFPs now covered the entire range of forest
produces. He expressed his happiness that the MSP had been raised by 30% to 40%. This
would go a long way in adding to the income of the Tribals. He was also happy to note that
the procurement mechanisms at the Haat Bazars where tibals bring their commodities had
now also been worked. 307 District Collectors have been given responsibility through the
State Agencies to provide Minimum Support Price to the tribal gatherers. It is proposed to
set up almost 6000 Van Dan Vikas Kendras comprising 300 tribal gatherers each in the
Country providing employment to almost 45 Lakh tribals.
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Launching the “Van Dhan Scheme”, Shri Oram said that this programme promotes enterprise
and marketing skills in tribals. This will be a game changer in the very near future, if
implemented diligently. The tribals presently get only 20 – 30% of the value chain of the Minor
Forest Produces. This situation will change after Van Dhan scheme which aims to take this
share to 70 to 80%. The Prime Minister of India launched the Van Dhan Scheme in Bijapur
District of Chhattisgarh on 14th April, 2018.

 

Launching the TRIFOOD Scheme, a joint initiative of Ministry of Food Processing Industry,
Ministry of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED, Shri Oram stated that under this scheme a tertiary value
addition center will be set up in Jagdalpur in Chhattisgarh and Raigad in Maharashtra at a cost
of approximately Rs.11.00 crores. A highlight of this is the production of “Heritage Mahua” drink.
The traditional Mahua tribal drink will be mainstreamed and marketed all over the Country under
this project. He praised the efforts of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and TRIFED to take all these
programmes to the present level and hoped that TRIFED will leave no stone unturned to reach
the tribals residing in forest areas.

Shri Oram also launched the “Friends of Tribes” initiative of the Ministry. TRIFED has tied up
CSR funds to promote tribal livelihoods. He was happy to note that socially oriented Public
Sector Organisations like BPCL, IOCL and SPMCL have sanctioned approximately Rs. 10.00
crors for promoting Van Dhan operations in Barwani, Rajnandgaon, Dewas and Hoshangabad
Districts of Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh. He congratulated the Chairman and CMDs of
these organisations and invited other PSUs to come forward with open arms to serve tribals of
the Country.

Shri Nand Kumar Sai, Chairman, NCST congratulated the officers of the Ministry and TRIFED
for the work done to invigorate the MSP operations, which was pending for a long time. He also
stated that the tribal students would be benefitted from the DBT scholarship scheme initiated by
the Ministry.

Shri Sudarshan Bhagat, Minister of State for Tribal Affairs said that value addition will create
new dimensions to the activities of tribals who will be encouraged to take up the entrepreneurial
activities in areas for which they have very developed skills.

The Chairman, TRIFED, Shri R.C. Meena said that TRIFED will leave no stone unturned to take
the programme to logical conclusion of all tribal districts of the Country.

Shri Deepak Khandekar, Secretary, welcomed the Guests and assured that all the dignitaries of
the Ministries full guidance and support in taking the programmes further. Shri Pravir Krishna,
MD, TRIFED thanked the delegates and participants and hoped that these programmes will
benefit forest dwellers across the Country to provide higher levels of income and betters
opportunities for their growth.
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REGULATING DRUG PRICES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Empty syringe in front of out of focus vial of medicine on metal tray.  

The largest share of out-of-pocket expenditure on health is due to medicines (approximately
70%, according to the NSSO). This is a major access barrier to healthcare, especially for the
poor. Health experts have criticised the Drug (Prices Control) Order (DPCO), 2013 for doing little
to increase the affordability of medicines. Data from the Department of Pharmaceuticals show
that the majority of medicines have price reductions of 20% or less.

The DPCO controls the prices of all essential medicines by fixing ceiling prices, limiting the
highest prices companies can charge. The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) is drawn
up to include essential medicines that satisfy the priority health needs of the population. The list
is made with considerations of safety, efficacy, disease prevalence and the comparative cost-
effectiveness of medicines, and is updated periodically by an expert panel set up for this
purpose under the aegis of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. This list forms the basis of
price controls under the DPCO.

The NLEM 2015 contains 376 medicines on the basis of which the National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA) has fixed prices of over 800 formulations using the provisions of the
DPCO. However, these formulations cover less than 10% of the total pharmaceutical market.
The DPCO follows a market-based pricing mechanism. The ceiling price is worked out on the
basis of the simple average price of all brands having at least 1% market share of the total
market turnover of that medicine.

Prior to 2013, the DPCO followed a cost-based pricing mechanism that was based on the costs
involved in manufacturing a medicine along with reasonable profit margins. Health experts have
argued that this policy resulted in comparatively lower prices than the current market-based
policy.

Since the implementation of the DPCO, 2013, the NPPA has made certain departures from the
market-based pricing mechanism, which was found to be insufficient for ensuring affordability.
This has been done through the use of special powers to act in public interest under Paragraph
19 of the DPCO, to regulate the prices of cardiac stents and knee implants. These moves have
brought about dramatic price reductions: 85% in the case of stents and 65% in the case of knee
implants.

“The government is planning to cap the trade margins for highly priced drugs for cancer and rare
diseases to bring down their prices,” says Malini Aisola, health researcher and co-convenor of
the All India Drug Action Network. She explains that this move is in the wake of recent
amendments to the DPCO that exempted patented medicines and rare disease drugs from price
controls. But Ms. Aisola claims that the trade margin capping will not sufficiently bring down
prices. “We urge the government to take serious policy measures to ensure true affordability
such as through price controls, implementation of the national rare disease policy and the use of
legal flexibilities under patent law,” she says.

Please enter a valid email address.

India can take up its fight against terrorism at the United Nations Security Council in various
ways
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TAILING A VIRUS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

It is a time of peace and quiet for India on the Zika front. Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, which
saw large outbreaks late last year, stopped seeing new cases before the year end. For health
authorities, the temptation may be to consider the threat past, and move on to more pressing
concerns, like the large number of H1N1 influenza cases this year. The truth, however, is that
this is an excellent time to study Zika epidemiology in India. Public health officials must do this
while disseminating data quickly and transparently, so that it can be analysed by the global
scientific community. This is in India’s best interests.

What are the data that health authorities should be collecting? First, they must leave no stone
unturned in following up on every pregnant woman who was diagnosed Zika positive in
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. When the epidemics began, there were worrying indications
that Central and State health officials were downplaying the risk to pregnant women. Even
though there is no evidence conclusively linking a particular viral strain or mutation with foetal
anomalies, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) said the Rajasthan strain did not
have the S139N mutation linked to microcephaly.

This is incorrect. Even though microcephaly was first observed as a consequence of Zika during
the 2015 Brazilian epidemic, strains other than the Brazilian strain, which do not have the S139N
mutation, have been linked with the abnormality. For example, in 2017, when the virus from a
foetus with microcephaly in Thailand was sequenced, it did not have the S139N mutation.
Researchers also showed that a 1966 Malaysian virus strain — isolated long before Zika was
seen to cause microcephaly in Brazil — was as effective at infecting foetal mouse brains as the
Brazilian one. In another 2017 study, published in Development, a strain from the African virus
lineage, which was hitherto not thought to cause microcephaly, was seen to be more damaging
to mouse brains than the Asian lineage (to which the Brazilian strain belongs).Given this
research, we must assume that all Zika strains can cause microcephaly.

If this is the case, why did the link between microcephaly and Zika become evident only in the
2015 Latin American epidemic? Prior to this, numerous outbreaks had occurred in Southeast
Asia. Yet, no one picked up on this phenomenon. Scientists have proposed several explanations
for this mystery. One is that Zika has always caused microcephaly, although the link became
obvious only in Brazil because so many people were infected. Another possibility is that poverty
and malnutrition worsen the progression of the disease in pregnant women. This would explain
why northeast Brazil, with its widespread poverty, was the most severely affected by
microcephaly. Scientists are also probing whether simultaneous infection with dengue or
chikungunya make the children of Zika-infected women more prone to foetal anomalies. Two
studies published earlier this year show conflicting evidence for the role of dengue. The first,
published in Immunity, showed that in mice, the presence of dengue antibodies led to more
placental damage and restricted foetal growth due to Zika. Another study in Science showed
that people infected by dengue were protected against Zika during an outbreak in Salvador,
Brazil.

Given this conflicting evidence, scientists are very far from understanding what makes Zika
deadly to foetuses. This means that any data on how the pregnancies of Zika-infected women
pan out in India can be enlightening. Careful studies must be carried out to see if there is
increased prevalence of microcephaly, and to understand the risk-factors. Already, the TORCH
(Toxoplasmosis, Other, Rubella, Cytomegalovirus, and Herpes) infections are known to cause
foetal abnormalities, including microcephaly, among newborns. Wherever women are screened
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for TORCH, they must also be screened for Zika.

It’s also important to remember that the Zika risk doesn’t end after the baby is born healthy. The
experience of Latin America showed that even healthy newborns can go on to develop
symptoms later. This has led to estimates of the incidence of birth defects being revised
upwards.

The other important bit of actionable information that health authorities can and should gather
concerns population immunity. To study immunity, authorities must conduct seroprevalence
surveys, in which they screen people in several States for antibodies to zika. Many Indians could
well have such antibodies, which means they are protected to some extent. The reason they are
likely to have antibodies is because the Rajasthan outbreak virus was around in the State since
at least 2016. Moreover, as a recent paper by researchers from the National Institute of Virology
revealed, the Rajasthan strain is endemic to Asia, which means it could have been in India for
decades now. Still, exposure to the virus does not guarantee a lifetime of protection. So,
seroprevalence surveys are needed to identify pockets of low immunity in India. Health
authorities can then focus their efforts on these regions, because they would be most vulnerable
to future outbreaks.

It is true that seroprevalence studies are not easy to do, given the cross-reactivity that plagues
flaviviruses. The Enzyme-linked immunosorbent Assay (ELISA), which is commonly used in
seroprevalence studies to detect antibodies, can throw up false positives for Zika if a person has
dengue antibodies. This is because dengue antibodies can neutralise Zika and vice versa.

The good news is that researchers are working to develop alternative tests that are specific to
Zika alone. One multinational team, including Swiss firm Humabs BioMed, has developed an
ELISA test that is able to distinguish Zika from dengue. The test was used in a survey at
Managua, Nicaragua after a large epidemic hit the city in 2016. It found that in 2017, 56% of
tested adults had antibodies to Zika, suggesting that the city wouldn’t see another large
epidemic in the near future. India should consider doing such surveys too.

The outbreaks in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh have seemingly ended, which is good news.
But given that the virus is already in these States, and these States have well connected
transportation links, there is reason to expect future outbreaks when the mosquito season
begins again. Outbreak response should not end when an outbreak ends, because that is when
efforts to contain the next epidemic begin. If India is lucky, the next epidemic will not be a big
one. But it is not an assumption that health authorities should make.

priyanka.pulla@thehindu.co.in

Please enter a valid email address.

India can take up its fight against terrorism at the United Nations Security Council in various
ways
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STUDIES SHOW ADIVASIS HAVE PRESERVED
BIODIVERSITY, SC VERDICT TURNS A BLIND EYE TO
SUCH KNOWLEDGE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

<em>The writer, a social anthropologist, is based in Bengaluru.</em>

The recent Supreme Court judgment (in the writ petition (civil) No 109/2008) has evoked much
ire and anxiety, and the first reactions to the judgment have been against the suggestion that
Adivasis and forest-dwellers be evicted. However, the petitioners, all conservationists, have
qualified the objectives of their petition and highlighted the case for safeguarding the forests
against “bogus claims to forest rights”, calling for the state to take action against the loss of
forest cover. Even if we accept their standpoint as valid and read the judgment as an attempt to
address the maladministration of forests, we must recognise the long-term neglect of the rights
of Adivasis and forest-dwellers.

The context, process, content, and implications of the judgement indicate that forests have, over
the past two decades, become the new contested arenas between not only a range of people —
Adivasis, other traditional forest dwellers and outsiders — but also between them and nature
conservationists, the forest department, the extractive mining industry, the eco-tourism industry
and a faltering political and administrative apparatus. Far from Jawaharlal Nehru’s commitment
— based on Verrier Elwin’s advice that the tribals of India be allowed to have their own habitats
and autonomy — and the Constitution’s consideration of Scheduled Areas, where tribals were to
have special rights, we have seen the adverse integration of tribals into the most exploitative
labour regimes and the most indifferent forms of administration. Displaced and hounded out of
their original habitats, Adivasis are now largely internally-displaced refugees.

Hounded for the mineral wealth that their lands contain, cheated out of land rights by money
lenders, and, caught between left-wing mobilisation, a life of penury and rampant alcoholism,
many Adivasi communities live a disturbed life. Add to this pile of exploitative ventures, nature
conservation programmes such as “Project Tiger” that seek to restore forests as pristine nature
spaces. These programmes have transformed forest-dwellers and turned Adivasis into eco-
refugees.

Such re-territorialisation of forests into “nature only” spaces has not led to any restoration of
these tracts. Instead, in most cases, the original inhabitants live in impoverished colonies
outside the sanctuaries and parks while the forest department’s writ runs large over these
terrains. Even as illegal regimes of forest extraction continue, administrative laxity has permitted
the growth of a nature tourism industry. This industry uses the tag of “eco-tourism” to legitimise
its presence in these forests.

If the petitioners are concerned about the degraded and shrinking forest cover, the question
arises as to why they have sought administrative corrections only when the cases pertain to the
allocation of land under the Forest Rights Act. Why has the despoliation of India’s forests by the
mining, timber and tourism industries not been addressed? How can the presence of large
resorts and the heavy footfall of tourists on these sites be legitimised while the rights of their
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original inhabitants remain challenged?

Adding to the depletion of their habitats are a range of government programmes that go against
the ways of lives of the Adivasis. Poor quality education means that these communities are not
able to access mainstream advantages. At the same time, they have not been enabled to relate
to their worlds. More recently, they have become targets of the Hindutva networks’ attempts to
draw them into their ambit.

The Forest Rights Act was passed to enable them to regain their lost habitats. But there has
been a failure of political will to implement this piece of legislation. That a large number of bogus
claimants have emerged is indicative of the contest for forestland, which has been abetted by
poor administrative measures. Further, the Adivasis’ lack of political constituency was evident
from the fact that the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) and the Department of Forests and
Environment did not bother to attend some of the hearings.

The judgment, despite the delay of nearly a decade, is myopic and undemocratic. It fails to
provide a roadmap of how justice could be delivered to genuine forest-dwelling communities and
address the issue of conserving and rejuvenating forests. Oblivious to the inadequacies of the
administrative apparatus, the judgment stipulates the draconian measure of eviction. The
petitioners noted that the fragmentation of forestland is one of the key reasons for the failure to
restore and conserve fragile ecological spaces. Studies indicate the strength of tribal knowledge
of forests and ecological resources. Such knowledge enabled not only the conservation of flora
and biodiversity but also that of fauna. In the context of the negative fallout of decades of
intensive chemical and technology-based agriculture and the recent impact of global climate
change, which threatens natural resources and food production, it may be important to draw on
such knowledge systems.

Today, the Adivasi has become a pawn in the games that an indifferent polity, a corrupt
administrative apparatus and an aggressively ambitious dominant society are playing. Rendered
into being subjects who cannot even represent themselves, the Adivasis must see this judgment
as an occasion to assert themselves. Instead of seeking land rights on an individual bases, an
Adivasi resurgence can claim collective rights on a format that recognises clan/tribal affiliation
and work/production plans that can include restoration of habitats, ecological sustainability and
autonomous governance. The strength of India’s democracy is that it recognises the pluralism of
Indian society. If we are to safeguard this, the Adivasi must be recognised as key dramatis
personae on the national stage.

The writer is a social anthropologist, based in Karnataka

— This article first appeared in the February 28, 2019 print edition under the title ‘How to kill a
forest’

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android
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GOVT BRINGS 42 NON-SCHEDULED CANCER DRUGS
UNDER PRICE CONTROL

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The government said on Wednesday it has brought 42 non-scheduled anti-cancer drugs under
price control, capping trade margin at 30 per cent, which would reduce their retail prices by up to
85 per cent.

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has invoked extraordinary powers in
public interest, under Para 19 of the Drugs (Prices Control) Order, 2013 to bring 42 non-
scheduled anti-cancer drugs under price control through trade margin rationalisation, an official
release said.

“Invoking paragraph 19 of DPCO, 2013, the government hereby puts a cap on trade margin of
30 per cent and directs manufacturers to fix their retail price based on price at first point of sale
of product... of the non-scheduled formulations containing any of the 42 drugs,” the Department
of Pharmaceuticals (DOP) said in a notification.

As per data available with NPPA, the MRP for 105 brands will be reduced up to 85 per cent
entailing minimum saving of 105 crore to consumers, it added.

Currently, 57 anti-cancer drugs are under price control as scheduled formulations. Now 42 non-
scheduled anti-cancer medicines have been selected for price regulation by restricting trade
margin on the selling price (MRP) up to 30 per cent, the notification said.

“These would cover 72 formulations and 355 brands as per data available with NPPA. More data
is being collected from hospitals and manufacturers to finalise the list,” it added.

The drug manufacturers have been given seven days to recalculate the prices and inform the
NPPA, state drug controllers, stockists and retailers, it said. The revised prices shall come into
effect from March, 8, it added.

The NPPA currently fixes prices of drugs placed in the National List of Essential Medicines
(NLEM) under Schedule-I of the DPCO. So far, around 1000 drugs have been brought under
price control under the initiative.

Non-scheduled drugs are allowed an increase of up to 10 per cent in prices every year, which is
monitored by the NPPA.

Please enter a valid email address.

Reiterating the need for physical activity to reduce the incidence of non-communicable diseases
(NCD), the World Health Organisation (WHO) has
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SHRI JUAL ORAM TO LAUNCH “MSP FOR MINOR
FOREST PRODUCES AND VALUE ADDITION
COMPONENT OF VAN DHAN” TOMORROW

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Shri Jual Oram to launch “MSP for Minor Forest Produces
and Value Addition Component of Van Dhan” tomorrow

M/o Tribal Affairs to scale up Van Dhan scheme to promote
setting up of Value Addition Units in Rural Areas

Posted On: 27 FEB 2019 1:15PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs, Shri Jual Oram will launch the “Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for Minor Forest Produces and the Value Addition component of Van Dhan” at a
workshop  to be organized by TRIFED under M/o Tribal Affairs on 28th February, 2019 at Dr
Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi. Representatives from 30 State Governments and
Stake holding Organizations have been invited to this day-long workshop, where roll out and
implementation plan of the scheme will be discussed with the Delegates. 

 

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is now scaling up the “Van Dhan Scheme” and is ready to extend it
to all tribal Districts of the Country in phases starting with the Aspirational Districts with
substantial tribal population.  The Prime Minister of India launched the Van Dhan Scheme in
Bijapur District of Chhattisgarh on 14th April, 2018.  The Ministry also expanded  the coverage of
the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for Minor Forest Produce Scheme to 50 Minor Forest
Produces.  The MSP has also been raised between 30% to 40% in case of each of the
Commodities. 

 

The procurement of these Minor Forest Produces will commence in Haat Bazars, where tribals
bring their produces through facilitation of the State Government Agencies and District
Collectors of the concerned Districts.  A major advocacy drive will be launched for the same.  It
is proposed to set up almost 6000 Van Dan Vikas Kendras comprising 300 tribal gatherers each
in the Country providing employment to almost 45 Lakh tribals. 

 

The Ministry of Food Processing Industries and Ministry of Tribal Affairs have decided to set up
two Minor Forest Produce Processing Units at Jagdalpur in Chhattisgarh and Raigarh in
Maharashtra at the cost of almost approximately Rs. 11 Crores.  These units will source Minor
Forest Produces from tribal gatherers and MSP and process them for marketing through tribal
entities all over the country.  The major component of this will be mainstreaming of Heritage
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Mahua, a traditional tribal drink, which will be produced and marketed all over the country.

 

TRIFED has also launched the “Friends of Tribes” Scheme for sourcing of CSR funds from
Public Sector Organizations (PSUs) were requested to fund tribal Entrepreneurship
Development Programme through their CSR initiatives.  BPCL, IOCL and SPMCL and have
sanctioned  Rs. 10.00 crores for Van Dhan operations in Barwani, Rajnandgaon, Dewas &
Hoshangabad Districts of Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh.

****
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QUOTA, OLD PLUS NEW
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

Christophe Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, professor of
Indian Politics and Sociology at King's India Institute, London, and non-resident scholar at the
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.  He offers valuable insights on South Asian
politics, particularly the methods and motivations of the Hindu right in India.

Kalaiyarasan is faculty at Institute for Studies in Industrial Development, New Delhi

Reservations are sometimes criticised in a constructive manner by analysts who argue that
quotas are cornered by a few jatis at the expense of those who “really need them”. Among
Dalits, the Jatavs of Uttar Pradesh and the Mahars of Maharashtra have been targeted by such
critiques. The India Human Development Survey, and its last two rounds of 2004-05 and 2011-
12, helps us assess the limitations of such a discourse which, usually, does not rely on any solid
data.

In terms of their annual per capita mean income (APCMI), Jatavs are not at all doing better than
other important Dalit jatis of UP: They earned only Rs 6,135 a year in 2011-12, against Rs 6,643
for the Pasis and Rs 9,077 for the Dhobis. Interestingly, the APCMI of the Jatavs had increased
by 125 per cent between 2004-05 and 2011-12, whereas that of the Pasis has jumped by 162
per cent and that of the Dhobis by 198 per cent.

Despite this increase, Dalits, with an average mean income of Rs 6,847 in 2011-12, continued to
lag far behind all the other caste groups, including Brahmins (Rs 15,497) and Yadavs (Rs
12,271), something which may complicate the relations between the BSP and SP. The only
Hindu jatis earning less than the average Dalits were the Lodhis and the Gaderias.

Jatavs did not do that well economically in spite of a marginal advantage in terms of education:
In 2011-12, 2.5 per cent of them were graduates, when graduates represented only 0.5 per cent
of the Pasis and 0.6 per cent of the Dhobis. Jatavs lagged behind other Dalit jatis from the point
of view of their APCMI despite their comparatively higher access to the salariat: More than 10
per cent of Jatavs had a salaried job in 2011-12, against 6.6 per cent of the Pasis and 4.5 per
cent of the Dhobis. Note that, in contrast, more than 10 per cent of upper castes have graduated
in UP and more than 22 per cent of Brahmins were part of the salariat.

We can explain the Jatav paradox by factoring in the class element: Jatavs are polarised, with,
on the one hand, an elite group enjoying a good education as well as government jobs, and on
the other hand, a mass of poor. Indeed, no Dalit jati counts so many agricultural labourers in
their midst in 2011-12 (63 per cent, against 34 per cent among Dhobis). As a result, among the
Jatavs, the poorest 20 per cent earned 10 times less than the richest 20 per cent (Rs 2,745
against Rs 26,363).

The situation of the Dalits of Maharashtra is not very different. Certainly, Mahars were more
affluent than Mangs and Chambhars in 2011-12: Their APCMI was Rs 27,177 (and even Rs
31,241 in the case of the Buddhists) when it had reached only Rs 25,274 in the case of the
Chambhars and Rs 23,070 in the case of the Mangs. But this gap is not so large, whereas
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Mahars continued to lag behind Brahmins (Rs 44,638) and Marathas (Rs 37,255). The rather
limited gap between Dalit jatis in Maharashtra is mirrored in similar levels of education too:
About 5 per cent of the members of the three jatis — with very minor variations — have
graduated (compared to 26 per cent among Brahmins).

Similarly, the percentage of salaried people among these three jatis was rather homogenous,
ranging from 22 per cent (Chambhars) to 28 per cent (Mahars). In contrast, more than 54 per
cent of Brahmins were part of the salariat.

These data do not allow the neutral observer to argue that Mahars have been the only or even
the main beneficiaries of reservations for Scheduled Castes: All Dalits have gained something. If
among the winners, some have been more equal than others, it is in terms of class. Among the
Mahars, for instance, the socioeconomic differentiation is as pronounced as among the Jatavs.
Here again, the richest 20 per cent earned 10 times more than the poorest 20 per cent (Rs
68,401 against Rs 7,254). These inequalities have something to do with occupation as all
Mahars are not employees of the public sector, far from that: More than 44 per cent of them are
still daily labourers.

A few lessons can be drawn from these data. First, to be a Dalit in UP and to be a Dalit in
Maharashtra is not the same thing in terms of income, education and occupation. Second, Dalits
are not catching up yet — far from that — even if the growth rate of their APCMI is among the
highest. It was more than 200 per cent between 2004-05 and 2011-12 — a record — but Mahars
were still earning 40 per cent less than the Brahmins of Maharashtra and 27 per cent less than
the Marathas.

Third, the socioeconomic differentiation within the Dalit jatis is as pronounced as in other caste
groups (see our article, ‘Anxieties of the dominant’, IE, January 3, 2018). Therefore, it is wrong
to assume that those who need access to reservations because they continue to remain at the
bottom of the pyramid for generations will get it if jati-based sub-quotas were introduced, as was
recommended recently in a report commissioned by the UP government (‘Quota and bad faith’,
IE, February 8). In the case of the Dalits, this would mean, for instance, that Jatavs and Mahars
would not have access to the 15 per cent quotas, but only to a sub-quota reserved to them. That
would not help the poorest among the Jatavs and the Mahars who, on the contrary, would have
to compete with the middle class of their caste group for a smaller number of positions. To
address the problems of the most disadvantaged, a class element has to be taken into account
within each jati.

But the “creamy layer” formula — which relies on class-related criteria — would not do either
because of the stigma still associated with untouchability. Surveys show that when the same CV
was sent to a potential employer in response to a call for applications, those with a Brahmin
name were much more likely to result in a call for job talk/interview, compared to the CV bearing
a Dalit name — which generated a large number of negative responses (or no reply at all).
Indeed, in institutions where there is no reservation for SCs (the judiciary, Rajya Sabha, etc.),
Dalits remain massively under-represented despite the fact that they have, in their ranks, a large
number of people with the required diplomas and skills.

By validating the 10 per cent quota for the “general category”, the Supreme Court has
unintentionally opened a window of opportunity for revisiting the reservation policy in favour of
the needful Dalits. First, this decision makes it possible to go beyond the 50 per cent threshold
(and not only in Tamil Nadu anymore). Second, it legitimises the use of socioeconomic criteria in
the creation of reservations. In addition to the 15 per cent quota, that Dalits need to retain
because of the stigma still affecting them, they should also receive a quota based on
socioeconomic criteria, since it is among the Dalits that the largest numbers of poor are still



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

found. This recommendation should apply to Adivasis too.

(Jaffrelot is senior research fellow at CERI-Sciences Po/CNRS, Paris, professor of Indian
Politics and Sociology at King’s India Institute, London. Kalaiyarasan A is assistant
professor at the Madras Institute of Development Studies)
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-02

SC STAYS ORDER ON EVICTION OF TRIBALS, FOREST
DWELLERS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

However, the court said“the mighty and theundeserving” would beshown no mercy.  

The court has given the States four months to file affidavits responding to complaints that there
was a high rate of rejection of claims, non-communication of rejection orders, unrealistic time
lines in deciding claims, irregular holding of State-Level Monitoring Committee meetings, lack of
support from the district administrations concerned in providing revenue or forest maps and
rejection of claims despite incomplete or insufficient evidence. In fact, the Bench, also
comprising Justices Navin Sinha and M.R. Shah, wanted to know whether tribals and other
traditional forest dwellers (OTFDs) were ousted from forest lands on the basis of sketchy and
incomplete information.

It acknowledged the need to delve into whether due process had been followed by the gram
sabhas and the State authorities under the FRA before the claims for forest rights of the forest-
dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDSTs) and OTFDs were finally rejected.

The government, represented by Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta, submitted the order had
affected a “large number of families.” The Centre had submitted that the States ought to first file
proper affidavits on the procedure followed in the verification of forest rights claims before any
such eviction.

“The eviction of the tribals may be withheld... the eviction of tribals, without such information,
would cause serious prejudice to them, who have been residing in forests for generations...
Many are poor and illiterate,” Mr. Mehta had submitted.

‘In a slumber?’

To this, Justice Mishra initially retorted by wondering whether the Centre had been in a “slumber
for the past three years.” Observing that the February 13 order had only been a follow-up of the
court’s order on January 29, 2016, which had also directed the eviction of encroachers on forest
lands, Justice Mishra asked why there was no mechanism in place in the States, or at the
Centre, to review the rejection orders.

Senior advocate Shyam Divan, for petitioner NGO Wildlife First, countered that lakhs of genuine
claims were honoured under the FRA.

MoTA data

He also cited the data of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA) up to November 2018, which
showed that 42,24,951 claims from individuals and communities had been received till
November 30 last year. Of this, 18,94,225 titles were distributed, while 19,39,231 claims were
rejected.

The Ministry’s data, collated from inputs supplied by the States, revealed that titles had been
distributed against 44.83% of the claims received.
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To this, Justice Mishra said “are they [rejected claimants] really tribals or normal people
encroaching on forest lands?”

Justice Sinha said the Rules under the 2006 Act comprehensively cover every stage of the
process of verification of claims and the provisions were self-explanatory.

“This is a human problem more than a legal problem,” Mr. Mehta responded.

“Encroaching forest lands is a serious problem,” Justice Shah addressed Mr. Mehta.

“But forests and tribals are to coexist,” the Solicitor-General responded.

The Centre also submitted that the 2006 Act was a beneficial legislation which should be
liberally construed in favour of the poor.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-03

WHAT IS FOREST RIGHTS ACT?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

In the colonial era, the British diverted abundant forest wealth of the nation to meet their
economic needs. While procedure for settlement of rights was provided under statutes such as
the Indian Forest Act, 1927, these were hardly followed. As a result, tribal and forest-dwelling
communities, who had been living within the forests in harmony with the environment and the
ecosystem, continued to live inside the forests in tenurial insecurity, a situation which continued
even after independence as they were marginalised. The symbiotic relationship between forests
and forest-dwelling communities found recognition in the National Forest Policy, 1988. The
policy called for the need to associate tribal people in the protection, regeneration and
development of forests. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006, was enacted to protect the marginalised socio-
economic class of citizens and balance the right to environment with their right to life and
livelihood.

On February 13, the Supreme Court ordered the eviction of lakhs belonging to the Scheduled
Tribes (STs) and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs) categories across 16 States, whose
claim as forest-dwellers has been rejected under the Forest Rights Act. A Bench of Justices
Arun Mishra, Navin Sinha and Indira Banerjee ordered the Chief Secretaries of many of these
States to evict those whose claims were finally rejected. The court directed that the eviction be
carried out by July 24, 2019.

The Bench, in a 19-page order, cautioned the States that if the evictions were not carried out
within the stipulated time, “the matter would be viewed seriously.” The Chief Secretaries of the
States were asked to file affidavits by July 12, explaining why the rejected claimants had not
been evicted. It ordered the Forest Survey of India (FSI) to make a satellite survey and place on
record the “encroachment positions.”

The February 13 order is based on affidavits filed by the States. The affidavits, however, do not
make clear whether the due process of law was observed before the claims were rejected. The
Centre argues that the rejection of claims is particularly high in the States hit by Left-Wing
Extremism, where tribal population is high. The forest land claims of these tribes and forest-
dwellers are mostly rejected by the States. Being poor and illiterate, living in remote areas, they
do not know the appropriate procedure for filing claims. The gram sabhas, which initiate the
verification of their claims, are low on awareness of how to deal with them. The rejection orders
are not even communicated to these communities.

On February 28, the court stayed its order, though it said “the mighty and the undeserving” who
have encroached on forest land would be shown no mercy. It has decided to examine whether
due process was followed by the gram sabhas and the States under the Forest Rights Act
before the claims were rejected.

Please enter a valid email address.

A living member of species of tortoise not seen in more than 110 years and feared to be extinct
has been found in a remote part of the Galapagos
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-04

FAILING THE FOREST
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

“In 2013, the Supreme Court affirmed the decision-making power of the gram sabhas under the
Forest Rights Act when it asked them to take a decision on whether or not they wanted bauxite
mining in the Niyamgiri hills of Odisha.” The Dongria Kondhs who unanimously voted no.A.
Manikanta Kumar  

On February 13, the Supreme Court ordered the eviction of more than 10 lakh Adivasis and
other forest dwellers from forestland across 17 States. The petitioners, mainly wildlife NGOs,
had demanded that State governments evict those forest dwellers whose claims over traditional
forestland under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006, known simply as the Forest Rights Act (FRA), had been rejected. On
February 28, the court stayed its controversial order and asked the States to submit details on
how the claims of the dwellers were decided and the authorities competent to pass final rejection
orders.

What is Forest Rights Act?

While the Supreme Court has now made it clear that there will be no forcible eviction, what the
order has succeeded in doing is resuscitating a sharp binary between the human rights- and
wildlife rights-based groups that have for decades tried to swing public opinion in their favour.
The wildlife groups who went to court argue that implementation of the FRA could lead to
‘encroachments’ and fresh clearance of forestland for human dwellings. The human rights
groups have argued that the FRA was passed by Parliament and is aimed at correcting historical
injustices to traditional forest dwellers who, since colonial times, have been subject to a cycle of
evictions. Since colonial times, as governments asserted their control over forests, India’s forest
history has become a cycle of evictions from forestland and rebellions by forest dwellers.

Now, here’s the problem. Both groups have been so locked in ideological debates — whether in
the courtroom or on social media — that they have failed to protect what could potentially have
been beneficial to their respective interest groups: the forest. The FRA was meant for forest
dwellers, but it could have also been a powerful tool for conservation. Sadly, both sides have
propagated misinformation to garner support for themselves.

Before eviction: on SC verdict on forest-dwellers

The first myth that needs to be busted for the wildlife lobby is that when a right is recognised of a
forest dweller/Adivasi on a piece of land, it doesn’t mean that he/she will cut down all the trees in
that area. This is often the strongest note of dissonance between the two groups — the
implication that recognising rights on forestland is the same as clear-felling that forest.
Therefore, to argue that the rights of millions of forest dwellers have been recognised through
the Act does not mean that the forest is a pie to be divided. On the other hand, when forestland
is ‘diverted’ for big development projects, like mining or highways or roads, it is actually clear
felled or submerged. If this fundamental difference between ‘recognition of rights’ and ‘diversion’
were accepted, the groups at loggerheads would in fact find grounds for commonality.

It is in fact the Supreme Court that paved the way for this commonality in 2013 when it asked the
gram sabhas to take a decision on whether the Vedanta group’s $1.7 billion bauxite mining
project in Odisha’s Niyamgiri Hills could go forward or not. It thus affirmed the decision-making
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power of the village councils of Rayagada and Kalahandi under the FRA. All 12 gram sabhas
unanimously rejected mining in the hills.

Without land or recourse

Again, in 2016, it was the FRA that was invoked by the National Green Tribunal (NGT) when the
people of Lippa in Himachal Pradesh were given the powers to decide whether or not they
wanted a hydel power project in this area. The project would have led to submergence of
forestland and also caused heavy siltation in the river.

When wildlife groups point towards the thousands of ‘bogus claims’ that are being filed and that
should be rejected, what should not go unnoticed is that the state in fact is not always keen to
recognise the rights of people in forest areas (even if it may get them votes) as it becomes tough
to ‘divert’ land for big projects. A case in point is the Mapithel Dam that is under construction in
Manipur. Once commissioned, it will submerge 1,215 hectares (ha) of land, 595 ha of which are
under forest cover. In 2015, the NGT had asked for the state to seek forest clearance for the
project. To obtain forest clearance, the State government would have to prove that the rights of
the tribal people and forest dwellers would not be affected. However, the State government
refused to recognise the rights of the people living there since it was keen to construct the dam.

There have been hundreds of cases that offered both these divergent groups the opportunity to
come together for the cause of the environment and communities. Can the two groups put down
their metaphoric swords and use their powers to fight the battle that needs to be fought?

Likewise, could not the same wildlife NGOs which filed this petition in the Supreme Court have
joined hands with the local communities and used the FRA to challenge big development
projects coming up on forestland instead? Human rights groups too cannot be absolved of
blame. Most of them have been quick to respond when the judiciary steps in, but have been
missing when it comes to the tedious groundwork of working with the gram sabhas and ensuring
that genuine claims are filed. The same human rights groups did not come forward to fight cases
that could have helped conservation as well as the people who live in those areas. Both groups
have failed the forest. There is a chance to correct the historical injustice has been inflicted on
the people and to India’s forests. And it is through the FRA that India can achieve that aim.

Bahar Dutt is an environment journalist

Please enter a valid email address.

India can take up its fight against terrorism at the United Nations Security Council in various
ways
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-04

THE BASICS ARE VITAL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

In 2011, a high-level expert group on universal health coverage reckoned that nearly 70% of
government health spending should go to primary health care. The National Health Policy (NHP)
2017 also advocated allocating resources of up to two-thirds or more to primary care as it
enunciated the goal of achieving “the highest possible level of good health and well-being,
through a preventive and promotive healthcare orientation”. However, if current trends and
projections are anything to go by, this goal is likely to remain a pious hope.

Towards a national health policy

Last year, an outlay of 1,200 crore was proposed to transform 1.5 lakh sub-health centres into
health and wellness centres by 2022, which would provide a wider range of primary care
services than existing sub- and primary health centres (PHC). Going by the government’s own
estimate, in 2017, it would cost 16 lakh to convert a sub-health centre into a health and wellness
centre. This year, the outlay is 1,600 crore (a 33% increase) clubbed under the National Health
Mission (NHM) budget. Assuming that at least the same number (15,000) of new health and
wellness centres would be planned for 2019-20, and that at least half the aforementioned
amount of 16 lakh would be required to run an already approved health and wellness centre, the
required sum for the year 2019-20 stands at around 3,600 crore. While this is a conservative
estimate, the realistic figure could easily exceed 4,500 crore. The current outlay is less than half
the conservative estimate — not to mention that building health and wellness centres at the
given rate (15,000 per year) can fulfil not even half the proposed target of 1.5 lakh health and
wellness centres till 2022.

The overall situation with the NHM, India’s flagship programme in primary health care, continues
to be dismal. The NHM’s share in the health budget fell from 73% in 2006 to 50% in 2019 in the
absence of uniform and substantial increases in health spending by States. The medium-term
expenditure projection statement presented by the Ministry of Finance to Parliament in August
2018 projected a 17% increase in allocation for the NHM in 2019-20. However, there has only
been only an increase of 3.4% this year. With this, the NHM budget for this year (31,745 crore)
barely crosses the actual spending on the programme in 2017-18 ( 31,510 crore).

Breathing life into health care in India

On the other hand, the Centre looks fairly committed to increasing access to hospitalisation
care, predominantly through private players. This reflects in the 167% increase in allocation this
year for the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) — the insurance programme which
aims to cover 10 crore poor families for hospitalisation expenses of up to 5 lakh per family per
annum — and the government’s recent steps to incentivise the private sector to open hospitals
in Tier II and Tier III cities. The increase in the PMJAY budget is a welcome step — spending on
this colossal insurance programme will need to rise considerably with every passing year so that
its commitments can be met. However, the same coming at the expense of other critical areas is
ill-advised.

Today, the condition of our primary health infrastructure is lamentable: there is a shortage of
PHCs (22%) and sub-health centres (20%), while only 7% sub-health centres and 12% primary
health centres meet Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) norms. Further, numerous primary-
level facilities need complete building reconstruction, as they operate out of rented apartments
and thatched accommodations, and lack basic facilities such as toilets, drinking water and
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electricity. Data by IndiaSpend show that there is a staggering shortage of medical and
paramedical staff at all levels of care: 10,907 auxiliary nurse midwives and 3,673 doctors are
needed at sub-health and primary health centres, while for community health centres the figure
is 18,422 specialists.

Doctors for rural India

While making hospitalisation affordable brings readily noticeable relief, there is no alternative to
strengthening primary health care in the pursuit of an effective and efficient health system. It
must be remembered that the achievement of a “distress-free and comprehensive wellness
system for all”, as enunciated by the Union Finance Minister in this year’s Interim Budget
speech, hinges on the performance of health and wellness centres as they will be instrumental
in reducing the greater burden of out-of-pocket expenditure on health. Their role shall also be
critical in the medium and long terms to ensure the success and sustainability of the PMJAY
insurance scheme, as a weak primary health-care system will only increase the burden of
hospitalisation.

The government needs to remember its promise of ‘Health assurance to all’ made in its election
manifesto in 2014. Apart from an adequate emphasis on primary health care, there is a need to
depart from the current trend of erratic and insufficient increases in health spending and make
substantial and sustained investments in public health over the next decade. Without this, the
ninth dimension (‘Healthy India’) of “Vision 2030” will remain unfulfilled.

Soham D. Bhaduri is Chief Editor, ‘The Indian Practitioner’, and a medical doctor based in
Mumbai
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India can take up its fight against terrorism at the United Nations Security Council in various
ways
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TOTAL GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION
UP FROM 3.8% IN 2014 TO 4.6% OF GDP NOW: UNION
HRD MINISTER

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Ministry of Human Resource Development

Total government expenditure on education up from 3.8%
in 2014 to 4.6% of GDP now: Union HRD Minister

Educational infrastructure being expanded and reformed to
take the nation forward: Shri Prakash Javadekar

We need to take a decision to live for the society; this is
necessary for a New India: HRD Minister to graduating
students

13th Convocation Ceremony of D. Y. Patil University, Navi
Mumbai held

Posted On: 03 MAR 2019 8:30PM by PIB Mumbai

The 13th Convocation Ceremony of D. Y. Patil University, Navi Mumbai was held in Mumbai today. Union
Minister for Human Resources Development Shri Prakash Javdekar was the Chief Guest at the convocation
function. A total of 1,925 students were awarded degrees, comprising 7 PhDs, 1 DM (Doctor of
Medicine), 8 Fellowship recipients and 37 Gold medalists.
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Addressing the graduating students and parents, the Minister said:

“I am very happy for the graduating students, who are being awarded Bachelors, Masters, PhD and gold
medals. I congratulate the students who have achieved degrees after years of focussed hard work. I
appreciate the parents of the graduating students for bringing them up, encouraging them and instilling self-
confidence in them to stand on their own feet.

The graduating students have all succeeded in a big way. This is the New India which is emerging under the
leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. Today is a day when we take a pledge to work for the poor
and needy of society. We need to be grateful to our forefathers for the system and knowledge which we are
able to benefit from today. I wish you all success in your endeavours; at the same time, we need to take a
decision to live for the society; this is necessary for a New India, which is free of corruption,
uncleanliness, terrorism, poverty, communalism and casteism. We need to build this New India
together.
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I am happy to note that more than 200 out of 900 universities in India conduct their convocation ceremony in
Indian costumes; I am confident that D Y Patil University too would conduct their convocation ceremony in
Indian costume from next year onwards. Students themselves can be asked to design the costumes for the
convocation.

We need to be grateful to the Institute for the environment in which the Institute is situated. Private medical
and engineering colleges did not use to be there in Maharashtra. While discussions used to be held for
expansion of education, privatization was not allowed and seats in government colleges were very limited. In
such a situation, Shri D Y Patil approached the then Chief Minister of Maharashtra Shri Vasantdada Patil,
showed him Manipal Institute and a good private institute in Bengaluru and then started private educational
institutes in Maharashtra; it was a revolutionary step, since Government alone by itself cannot provide higher
education to everyone.

It is our priority that 6% of GDP should be allotted to education. I am happy to say that while total
expenditure by Central and state governments on education was 3.8% of GDP in 2014, it has increased
to 4.6% of GDP now. This indicates that we are progressing towards 6%.

However, private investment is also necessary in education. The graduating students of D Y Patil University
should be grateful for having been able to study in an institute with such good infrastructure.

We have decided that education itself is true empowerment. We are making continuous efforts to improve
educational facilities in the nation. Seven new IITs, seven new IIMs, 2 new NITs, 3 Central Universities
and around 125 Kendriya Vidyalayas have been started, so as to improve access to education.

To improve access, a portal SWAYAM too has been launched, which has 2,000 courses. Like ATM, this is
ATL – Anytime Learning for everyone for free. The portal contains courses being taught by expert teachers,
along with discussion forums and educational material, examinations and certifications. Choice-based credit
system has been started in colleges, to enable students to pursue a variety of courses.

Besides this, 32 educational channels have also been made available, which can be accessed on
installing Doordarshan Dish. Through this, IIT-PAL (Professor Assisted Learning) is also available, where free
coaching for IIT-JEE can be availed, enabling students to save lakhs of rupees and crack the JEE.
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These are new initiatives, and these are the essence of educational reforms.

900 universities, 40,000 colleges and 4 crore students are there in our nation, but the same law is applicable
to everyone. However, it is not right to have the same law for everyone, as this can either favour the
wrongdoers or create problems for the honest ones. Hence, we took the historic decision of introducing
graded autonomy, while ensuring quality education.

The Government decided to provide only facilitation and not exert control over the institutes.

Atal Tinkering Labs are being introduced in 5,000 schools to promote research and innovation. These
Labs have advanced facilities such as 3-D printing, robotics, Artificial Intelligence tools such as Internet of
Things, for use by students from 6th standard onwards. Similarly, many initiatives have been introduced for
promoting research in humanities, arts, technology, basic sciences and social sciences colleges. We have
integrated research, teaching and industry.

The change that is happening in the nation today will take the nation forward. We will ensure that the goal of
Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas is fulfilled.”

Dr. D. Y. Patil, ex-Governor of Tripura, Bihar and West Bengal; Dr. Vijay Patil, Chancellor, D Y Patil
University; Dr. Ajeenkya D Y Patil, Chancellor, Ajeenkya D. Y.  Patil University, Pune; Mrs Shivani Patil,
Managing Trustee, D Y Patil University; and Dr. Shirish Patil, Vice Chancellor, D Y Patil University, Navi
Mumbai were also present on the occasion.

 

***

DJM/BG/SP
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ALARMING SPREAD: ON H1N1 CASES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

In a short span of 55 days (till February 24) this year, the number of influenza A (H1N1) cases
and deaths reported from India reached an alarming 14,803 and 448, respectively. The highest
numbers were from Rajasthan (3,964), Delhi (2,738) and Gujarat (2,726). Uttar Pradesh was
next, with 905. While Rajasthan and Gujarat had the highest number of deaths, at 137 and 88,
respectively, Delhi recorded seven deaths despite recording around the same number of cases
as Gujarat. There appears to be no let-up, with the number of cases and deaths steadily rising.
What is more disturbing is that the number of cases reported till February 24 is nearly the same
as that recorded in the whole of 2018 (14,992). At about 450, the number of deaths till February
24 is nearly half the total reported in 2018 (1,103). The actual number of cases and deaths this
year is likely to be higher as West Bengal has not reported the data to the Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme. Moreover, the IDSP data are based only on laboratory confirmed
cases and deaths. The H1N1 virus, which caused a pandemic in 2009, has since become a
seasonal flu strain globally, including in India, and causes fewer deaths. According to the WHO,
in 2009 the number of laboratory confirmed deaths caused by the pandemic strain was at least
18,500. But a 2012 paper in Lancet Infectious Diseases mentioned 2,84,000 deaths, which was
15 times more than the number of laboratory confirmed deaths.

On February 6, the Union Health Ministry had reviewed the preparedness and action taken by
States to deal with influenza cases when the number of H1N1 cases and deaths stood at 6,701
and 226, respectively. Despite the number of cases and deaths more than doubling in less than
20 days since the review, the Ministry has made no additional effort to contain the spread. It has
issued a guidance “recommending” vaccines for health-care workers, and deeming them
“desirable” for those above 65 years of age and children between six months and eight years.
Surprisingly, people with pre-existing chronic diseases, who are most susceptible to H1N1
complications according to the WHO, have been ignored — though its own statement released
on February 6 had said more deaths were seen in people with diabetes and hypertension. With
H1N1 becoming a seasonal flu virus strain in India even during summer, it is advisable that
health-care workers and others at risk get themselves vaccinated. Despite the sharp increase in
cases and deaths, the vaccine uptake has been low. Besides vaccination, there needs to be
greater awareness so that people adopt precautionary measures such as frequent
handwashing, and cough etiquette.
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CROP BURNING RAISES RISK OF RESPIRATORY
ILLNESS THREEFOLD, SAYS IFPRI STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A farmer burns paddy stubble at a village in Ludhiana   | Photo Credit: Jacob Koshy

The burning of agricultural residue — a contributor to north India’s winter pollution — increases
the risk of respiratory illnesses threefold for those who experience it. It may also be responsible
for an annual $30 billion (approximately 2 trillion) loss in terms of days of work lost in States
affected by crop burning, according to a study by the International Food Policy Research
Institute (IFPRI).

The findings were based on a study of the health records of 250,000 people in Haryana (which
sees a spike in crop burning episodes in winter), and Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, which
don’t see similar burning episodes. The study is to appear in the peer-reviewed International
Journal of Epidemiology.

The researchers used health records and satellite data from September 2013-February 2014.
The satellite data was for crop-burning fires detected by the Moderate-Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer (MODIS) Terra satellite, managed by the National Aeronautics Space
Administration (NASA).

“We found that living in an area where crop burning is practised was a leading risk factor for
respiratory disease in northern India. Whereas the total burden of diseases from air pollution
declined between 1990 and 2016 due to efforts to reduce the burning of solid fuel for household
use, outdoor air pollution increased by 16.6%,” the researchers said in a statement.

In Haryana, 5.4% of surveyed individuals reported suffering from ARI (Acute Respiratory
Infection) whereas the reported ARI symptoms in southern States was only 0.1%.

Among those who reported suffering from ARI, 83% also reported receiving treatment for ARI at
a private or public medical facility.

Whereas high-intensity fire exposure was virtually absent in south India, 17.5% of individuals in
Haryana lived in a district where 100 or more fires per day were observed by the satellite.

Living in a district that saw 100 fires a day was the “leading risk factor” for ARI. These trumped
factors such as cracker burning in Diwali, being a child below 5 years of age and, living in a
district with high motor vehicle congestion. The study was co-authored by IFPRI’s Dr. Samuel
Scott and Dr. Avinash Kishore; CGIAR Research Program on Agriculture for Nutrition and
Health’s Dr. Devesh Roy; University of Washington’s Suman Chakrabarti; and Oklahoma State
University’s Md. Tajuddin Khan.

“Our study shows that it is not only the residents of Delhi, but also women, children and men of
rural Haryana who are the first victims of crop residue burning. Much of the public discussion on
the ill-effects of crop residue burning ignores this immediately affected vulnerable population,”
said Dr. Kishore.

For about a decade now, Delhi has been complaining about the practice of stubble burning,
holding it responsible for the abysmal air quality in the capital in winter.
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In 2013, the National Green Tribunal (NGT) issued a directive to Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh, asking them to ban stubble burning.

The Environment Ministers of these States as well as top officials at the Centre declared a “zero
tolerance” policy on the burning of stubble, which has been estimated to contribute anywhere
from 7% to 78% of the particulate matter-emission load in Delhi during winter.
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Reiterating the need for physical activity to reduce the incidence of non-communicable diseases
(NCD), the World Health Organisation (WHO) has
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93% OF RURAL INDIANS HAVE ACCESS TO TOILETS:
SANITATION SURVEY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A new government-commissioned survey has found that 93.1% of rural Indian households now
have access to toilets, in comparison to 77% last year.

The second edition of the National Annual Rural Sanitation Survey (NARSS) also recorded
encouraging data with regard to toilet usage and open defecation, finding that 96.5% of people
who had access to toilets use them. The Centre’s flagship Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, launched in
2014, aims to completely eliminate open defecation in the country by October 2, 2019.

The NARSS figures seem to contradict the findings of a recent independent survey by the
research institute for compassionate economics (r.i.c.e.), which found that 44% of people in rural
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan still defecate in the open.

NARSS 2018-19 was conducted between November 2018 and February 2019, covering 92,040
households in 6,136 villages.

Third party oversight

The survey was commissioned by the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, the nodal
Ministry in charge of Swachh Bharat’s rural arm, and conducted by a third party agency, Kantar
Public, with oversight by an expert working group.

The Ministry’s own tracking system claims that 98.9% of households across the country have
access to toilets, with only four states — Goa, Odisha, Telangana and West Bengal — falling
short of 100% coverage. Ministry data show that 5.54 lakh villages claim to be open defecation
free or ODF.

The new NARSS survey has found that 90.7% of these villages can be confirmed as ODF.

There is no State-wise data available for NARSS 2018-19 as yet.

A late 2018 survey by the Centre for Policy Research’s Accountability Initiative covering 1,558
households in 157 villages in Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, tracked
changes between 2014 and 2018.

It found that while there was a huge increase in toilet ownership, it did not translate into a
proportionate increase in usage.
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65% OF HATE CRIMES AGAINST DALITS: AMNESTY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

More than 200 alleged hate crimes against marginalised people, including 87 killings, were
documented by Amnesty India’s interactive “Halt the Hate” website in 2018. About 65% of the
crimes were against Dalits.

Of the 218 documented incidents, 142 were against Dalits, 50 against Muslims, and eight each
against Christians, adivasis and transgender people. There were 97 incidents of assault and 87
killings reported. Of the 40 incidents of sexual violence, Dalit women were victims in 33 cases.

For the third straight year, Uttar Pradesh recorded the highest number of reported crimes, with
57 such incidents.
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INDEPENDENT VERIFICATION OF SWACHH BHARAT
GRAMEEN CONFIRMS OVER 96% USAGE OF TOILETS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation

Independent Verification of Swachh Bharat Grameen
confirms over 96% usage of toilets

Posted On: 05 MAR 2019 3:02PM by PIB Delhi

The National Annual Rural Sanitation Survey (NARSS) 2018-19, conducted by an Independent
Verification Agency (IVA) under the World Bank support project to the Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen (SBM-G), has found that 96.5% of the households in rural India who have access to a
toilet use it. The NARSS also re-confirmed the Open Defecation Free (ODF) status of 90.7% of
villages which were previously declared and verified as ODF by various districts/States. The
survey was conducted between November 2018 and February 2019 and covered 92040
households in 6136 villages across States and UTs of India.

The key findings of NARSS 2018-19 are as follows:

93.1% of households were found to have access to toilets during the survey period (the
corresponding figure as per the SBMG MIS in November 2018 was 96%)

●

96.5% of the people who had access to toilets used them●

90.7% of villages which were previously declared and verified as ODF were confirmed to be
ODF. The remaining villages also had sanitation coverage of about 93%

●

95.4% of the villages surveyed found to have minimal litter and minimal stagnant water●

The IVA presented their findings to the Expert Working Group (EWG) constituted for oversight of
NARSS, comprising representatives from organizations including the World Bank, UNICEF,
Water Aid, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, India Sanitation Coalition, NITI Aayog, and Ministry
of Statistics and Program Implementation. The EWG noted the satisfactory completion of the
survey round 2 (for 2018-19, after last year’s NARSS 2017-18). Following this, the IVA
submitted their provisional summary results report and raw data to the Ministry of Drinking Water
and Sanitation, and the same have been uploaded and made publicly accessible on the Ministry
of Drinking Water and Sanitation website (mdws.nic.in).

The survey used the PPS (Probability Proportion to Size) sampling methodology, which yields
results within a confidence interval of 95%. Data was collected using the Computer Assisted
Personal Interviewing (CAPI) platform. The survey also covered schools, anganwadis and
public/community toilets in these villages.

Since its launch in October 2014, the SBM, the world’s largest sanitation program, has changed
the behaviour of hundreds of millions of people with respect to toilet access and usage. 500
million people have stopped defecating in the open since the SBM began, down from 550 million
at the beginning of the programme to less than 50 million today. Over 9 crore toilets have been
built across rural India under the Mission. Over 5.5 lakh villages and 615 districts have been
declared ODF, along with 30 ODF States and Union Territories.
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POOREST OF POOR AND UNEDUCATED WOMEN LEFT
BEHIND IN ICDS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Children at an anganwadi centre in Vellore, Tamil Nadu.  

Anganwadi services have a poor reach among key beneficiaries – the poorest of the poor and
uneducated mothers – according to a paper published in a WHO bulletin recently.

The government’s Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) provides a package of six
services at anganwadi or child-care centres to young children and pregnant women and
lactating mothers. These services include supplementary nutrition, referral services,
immunisation, health check-up, pre-school non-formal education and health and nutrition
education.

The study analyses the findings of the National Family Health Survey 2005-2006 and 2015-2016
to compare the coverage of ICDS over a 10-year period.

During this time, the average respondents benefiting from these services increased from 9.6% to
37.9% for supplementary food, 3.2% to 21% for health and nutrition education, 4.5% to 28% for
health check-ups and 10.4% to 24.2% for child-specific services over a period of 10 years.

At the same time, the poorest of the poor or quintile 1, who were the largest beneficiaries in
2006, got left behind quintile 2 and quintile 3 by 2016 for all four indicators such as
supplementary food, counselling on nutrition, health check-ups and early childhood services,
shows the study authored by Suman Chakrabarti, Kalyani Raghunathan, Harold Alderman,
Purnima Menon and Phuong Nguyen.

For example, supply of food supplements in 2006 was the highest for the poorest quintile
(11.7%). However, by 2016, they accounted for 34.8% of the respondents, behind quintile 2
(41.7%), 3 (45.5%) and 4 (39.7%).

The study also said that mothers without any schooling were the lowest beneficiaries as
compared to those with primary and secondary schooling in 2006, and they continued to be so
in 2016.
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A FIGHT FOR THE FOREST
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

On February 28, the Supreme Court stayed its order on the eviction of lakhs of Adivasis and
other forest dwellers whose claims were rejected under the Scheduled Tribes and other
Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA). The court has asked
State governments for a detailed report on whether due process was followed by gram sabhas
and authorities under the FRA before claims were rejected. For millions of Adivasis and forest
dwellers, the stay offers only a temporary relief. But it provides an opportunity to figure out how
conservation movements can advocate both nature and social justice in India.

Before eviction: on SC verdict on forest-dwellers

The petitioners had expressed concern over reports that showed deforestation and
fragmentation of land after FRA implementation began. But there is a lack of peer-reviewed
studies that quantify the extent of deforestation caused by marginalised communities in
comparison to large industrial and infrastructural projects. It is vital that scientists and
conservationists take up this task, as it is well known that the state is bestowing large companies
with kindness and second chances despite severe legal violations during the planning,
construction and operation stages of projects.

Objections to the FRA are often framed as an issue of wildlife conservation versus people’s
rights, with no mention of these bigger players who might benefit from this framing. In a 2013
study, professor Prakash Kashwan noted how political this framing can be. He wrote that in
2006, well before the FRA implementation started, the Environment Ministry directed State
governments to declare all existing Protected Areas as critical tiger habitats, so that they would
not be controlled under this Act. In 2012, the Ministry tried to remove critical tiger habitats from
the purview of the National Board for Wildlife, purportedly to make diversion of forest land
easier. Indeed, one must repeatedly question who gets access to forests when forest dwellers
are evicted. In January, the Environment Ministry “cancelled” community forest rights given to
Adivasi communities in Chhattisgarh’s Hasdeo Arand forest and handed over 2,000 acres of this
forest to a coal mining company. We have seen instances of forest dwellers protecting these
lands from destructive industries and negligent state forces. This is not to claim that forest
dwellers have no impact on forests, but the FRA provides for that through critical wildlife habitats
(CWH), spaces that can be demarcated to be inviolate as long as people’s rights are settled
elsewhere. The petitioners in the FRA case are right where they express concern about the lack
of progress in demarcating CWHs. It is crucial for forest departments to initiate this process in a
time-bound manner in the interest of conservation.

However, for conservation to truly be effective in the long run, it must also be rooted in justice. In
a paper published in Biological Conservation, John A. Vucetich and others explore how to make
conservation not just effective but also just. To do this, they argue, conservation actions must be
based on the same principles as social justice. Interestingly, the authors, all of whom are wildlife
biologists, do not argue for an anthropocentric view of conservation. They rightly argue that if
conservation calls for restriction of human activities in some way, that sacrifice must be made,
except where doing so would result in injustice, especially to the most marginalised
communities.

Without land or recourse
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The court’s original eviction order had the potential to perpetrate such injustice. There are
serious concerns about the rejection process, unfamiliarity with the language of the FRA, and
outdated forest maps. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been urging district administrations to
assist the process of granting rights by making maps and other data available to protect
applicants from exploitation. The eviction order would not only have alienated marginalised
people from their lands, but made wildlife conservation a symbol of an oppressive state. Large
animals share areas with people outside Protected Areas too. Will people accept wildlife in their
backyards without retaliation? We are not ready to handle the failure of shared spaces as a
country, when only 5% of area is protected for wildlife and there is rampant land reallocation for
non-forestry uses in other areas.

It is a relief that the court stayed its order. Hopefully this reinforces the fact that conservation
cannot be about demanding unjust sacrifices from the weakest, while forest diversion by the
powerful remains unchecked. Conservationists should stand up for the welfare of both wildlife
and forest dwellers. This is the only way we can build an effective and equitable conservation
movement.

Iravatee Majgaonkar is with the Wildlife Conservation Society-India and Bhanu Sridharan is an
independent journalist and former wildlife biologist. Other contributors to the article are Pradeep
Koulgi, an ecologist and independent researcher; Nandini Velho, an independent researcher;
Dayani Chakravarthy, an ecologist; and Bokkasa A., scientific advisor to the Vanya Wildlife Trust
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TACKLING CHILD MALNUTRITION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Despite the National Family Health Survey-4 (NFHS-4) showing an encouraging improvement in
child nutrition, India continues to fare poorly in world rankings on child nutrition. What needs to
be done, where, how and by whom are the questions we need answers to.

The focus must be on the pregnant, breastfeeding mother and the child, especially in the first
two years of the child’s life, which is the crucial phase for physical, mental and cognitive
development. Given the size of the problem (38% of children under five years of age are
stunted, according to UNICEF) and budgetary constraints, a targeted approach is needed.

With the wealth of district-level data made available by NFHS-4, the focus districts can easily be
identified. They are concentrated in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand.
These States, and others such as Karnataka, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Gujarat, should
formulate policies to tackle high incidence of stunting in these districts and provide funds for the
same. Even within these districts, pockets where child malnutrition is high should be identified,
going down to the tehsil or taluka levels and further down to clusters of Anganwadis located in
areas such as urban slums and those with high concentrations of disadvantaged populations.
Policy initiatives can be guided by accurate real-time data at the sub-district level.

We need more public programmes with a direct or indirect impact on nutrition in the selected
areas. These should cover important nutrition-specific areas such as maternal nutrition,
especially in the nine months of pregnancy and the six months of breastfeeding. They should
also promote early and exclusive breastfeeding, proper feeding of the infant, and provide food
security through a robust public distribution system.

There should be support for healthcare for mothers — from the antenatal care visit in the first
trimester of pregnancy until after delivery — and for children in their first few years of life.
Messages should be spread on hygiene and sanitation, particularly the need to do away with
open defecation practices. Similarly, education for girls should be advocated, as should the
importance of enabling the financial independence of women through skilling and employment
opportunities along with their inclusion in the formal financial network.

Programmes will have an impact only when there are sound public service delivery
mechanisms, especially in the nutrition, health and education sectors. Building a cadre of
dedicated professionals in the government needs a high degree of political will and
administrative commitment, centred around developing skills and knowledge and building
motivation to stay the course.

The writer is a retired IAS officer
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GOVT ISSUES MODEL GUIDELINES FOR
DEVELOPMENT & REGULATION OF RETIREMENT
HOMES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs

Govt issues model guidelines for development & regulation
of retirement homes

Elderly friendly design, gas leak detection systems, power
back up facilities in corridors, lobby, lifts & apartments.

Compliance with green building principles & use of non-
polluting & renewable energy

24x7 water & electricity supply, hygiene, indoor & outdoor
recreation facilities, security & housekeeping, single
window facilities & helpdesk, transportation assistance,
yoga & fitness facilities, care giving facilities, etc.

24x7 on-site ambulance service, mandatory tie up with
nearest hospitals & pharmacy, medical emergency room,
regular medical check-up of residents

Customised services over & above basic common services
also prescribed

Retirement homes to be friendly for differently abled
provision of lifts, signage & signalling systems mandatory

Posted On: 06 MAR 2019 5:01PM by PIB Delhi

Sh Hardeep S Puri, Minister of State(I/C) for Housing and Urban Affairs has informed that the
model guidelines for development and Regulation of Retirement Homes which have been
prepared by his Ministry prescribe an elderly friendly built environment, physical standards
and specifications. Providing details of the guidelines he informed that the Model
Guidelines address the special needs and protect the rights of senior citizens and retirees living
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in Retirement Homes who aspire to spend their retired life independently in a safe, secure and
dignified environment. The Guidelines provide option to senior citizens and family members,
who are willing and can afford to purchase a living space for their parents. The guidelines
states that:

 

· Retirement Homes should be aligned with the Principles, Guidelines, Norms etc. as
prescribed in ‘National Building Code’ (NBC), ‘Model Building Bye Laws’ and ‘Harmonized
Guidelines and Space Standards for Barrier Free Built Environment for persons with
Disability and Elderly Persons’.

· Elderly friendly built environment like lifts with audio and visual signage and signalling
systems, wheel chair accessibility, mandatory ramps, design of spaces to enable barrier free
movement, anti-skid tiles in bathrooms and stairs, elderly friendly design of door-knobs,
hand rails, furniture, etc., kitchens with gas leak detection systems, power back up facilities
in corridors, lobby, lifts and apartments.

· Compliance with Green Building Principles as provided in Model Building Bye Laws and
use of non-polluting and renewable energy.

· Provision of common basic services like 24X7 water and electricity supply, maintenance of
proper hygiene, indoor and outdoor recreation facilities, security and housekeeping, single
window facilities and helpdesk, transportation assistance, yoga and fitness facilities, care
giving facilities, etc.

· Provision of basic medical, safety and security services like 24x7 on-site ambulance
service, mandatory tie up with emergency facilities with the nearest hospitals and pharmacy,
medical emergency room, regular medical check-up of residents, emergency alarm systems,
trained and skilled security personnel, CCTV cameras in common areas, prior police
verification of all the personnel deployed in the Retirement Homes.

· Customised services over and above the basic common services like internal and external
housekeeping, managing dining services, assistance with legal services, etc., if required by
the residents has also been prescribed.

 

From approximately 7.6 crore in 2001, the number of senior citizens in India, has increased to
10.4 crore in 2011. This number is expected to grow to 17.3 crore by 2025 and about 24 crores
by 2050. By the end of the century, senior citizens will constitute nearly 34 percent of the total
population of the country. The salient features of these Model Guidelines are:

 

· Keeping in view the requirement of independent lifestyle choice, these Guidelines provides
that any person can buy such apartments but has to be solely used by a senior citizen.

· Resident of Retirement Homes will be any person who is 60 years of age or above.

· Promoter/ Developer can build and manage the Retirement Homes or engage a ‘Service
Provider’ or ‘Retirement Home Operator’ for management of Retirement Homes. Such
Service Providers will be required to be registered with appropriate State Authorities.
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· To encourage participation of promoter/ developer to develop such projects enhanced
Floor Area Ratio (FAR) is proposed.

 

Transparency in fund utilisation

· Provision of a twofold mechanism in the form of refundable Interest Free Maintenance
Security Deposit (IFMS) and Maintenance Charges. IFMS to be paid by the Allottee which is
refundable within a maximum period of three months from the date of refund application.
Maintenance Charges to be paid by the resident on lump-sum or monthly/ quarterly/ yearly
instalments on mutually agreed terms.

 

Regulation of Retirement Homes

 

· Retirement Home apartments can only be sold after registration under the respective Real
Estate Regulatory Authorities of the States/Union Territories. To protect the rights of the
residents a list of ‘Basic Rights of the Allottee/Resident of a Retirement Home’ has been
stipulated.

· The Model Guidelines provides for disclosure of technical skill of the Service Provider at
the time of executing the ‘Agreement to Sale’ in the form of a ‘Tri-Partite Agreement’ to be
executed among the Developer, Service Provider /Retirement Home Operators and Allottee.

· To ensure implementation of the Guidelines, a Task Force for constant dialogue with
States/UTs and other stakeholders will be set by Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA).

· Setting up of appropriate Monitoring Committees by the State/UT Authorities for timely
implementation of all applicable laws, regulations, rules and guidelines governing the
Retirement Homes, under the supervision of MoHUA.

· The Model Guidelines will encourage inclusive growth wherein States/UTs are required to
review and align their policies and regulations and institutionalise appropriate mechanisms
on Retirement Homes.

· The Model Guidelines will enable all States/UTs to align their policies and regulations in
line with these Model Guidelines to ensure the protection of rights of the senior citizens and
promote a dignified life after retirement. The implementation of these Guidelines will boost
investment in the Retirement Home segment, contribute in employment generation in
service sector industries associated with Retirement Homes.

 

RJ
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7TH MARCH 2019 TO BE CELEBRATED AS
‘JANAUSHADHIDIWAS’ ACROSS INDIA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

7th March 2019 to be celebrated as ‘JanaushadhiDiwas’
across India

Over 5050 Janaushadhi stores functional across 652
districts in the country

Each block in the country to have a PMBJP Kendra by
2020: Shri Mansukh Mandaviya

Posted On: 06 MAR 2019 1:21PM by PIB Delhi

“With the initiative of Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi in the direction of making
quality healthcare affordable for all, the Government has taken important steps to make
affordable and quality generic medicines popular among the people through Pradhan
MantriBhartiyaJanaushadhiPariyojana (PMBJP)”, said Shri Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister
of State for Chemicals & Fertilizers, Road Transport & Highways, Shipping while addressing the
media here today.

The Minister informed thatfor providing further impetus & creating awareness about use of
generic medicines, it has been decided to celebrate 7th March 2019 as ‘JanaushadhiDiwas’
across India. Hon’ble Prime Minister will interact with owners of JanaushadhiKendras and
beneficiaries of the scheme across the country through video conference at 1:00 pm on 7th

March, 2019. Talking about the future course of development, Shri Mandaviya added that with
this pace of progress, all blocks in the country would have atleast 1 PMBJP Kendra by 2020.

Citing Prime Minister’svision thatno poor person should die due to non-availability of good
quality affordable medicines in the country, Shri Mandaviya said that with developments
likemore and more doctors prescribing generic medicines and opening of over
5050Janaushadhistores across 652 districts, awareness and availability of high quality
affordable generic medicines has increasedin the country. About 10-15 lakh people benefit from
Janaushadhi medicines per day andthe market share of generic medicines has grownover three
foldfrom 2% to 7%in last 3 years, the Minister added.

Shri Mandaviya said that health is one of the most important part of development and this
Government has been incessantly working to ensure quality healthcare affordable for all,
through schemes like Ayushman Bharat, PMBJP among others.The Janaushadhi medicines
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have played a big role in bringing down the out of pocket expenditure of patients suffering from
life threatening diseases in India. The PMBJP scheme has led to total savings of approximately
Rs.1000 crores for common citizens, as these medicines are cheaper by 50% to 90% of average
market price.

Secretary, Pharmaceuticals, Shri J.P. Prakash in his opening remarks informed that as part of
the celebrations of Janaushadhi Diwas tomorrow, programmeswould be organized at all PMBJP
Kendras to increase the awareness about the scheme. These programmes would witness
participation of doctors, health experts, NGOs and beneficiaries, which would help in spreading
awareness about the scheme to common masses.

CEO, Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI), Shri Sachin Kumar Singh, said that the PMBJP
is also providing a good source of self-employment with self-sustainable and regular earnings.
Average sales per store per month has grown to Rs 1.50 lakhs (including OTC & other products)
as per a survey conducted by the BPPI, which implements the scheme. Four big warehouses
Delhi, Guwahati, Bengaluru, Chennai have been opened so as to ensure adequate availability of
Janaushadhi medicines at all PMBJP kendras.

Shri Singh also displayed a wide range of affordable quality health products already launched
under the PMBJP Scheme and available at PMBJP Kendras. This included Jan
AushadhiSuvidhaOxo-Biodegradable Sanitary Napkins at  Rs. 2.50 per piece;
JanAushahiSwabhiman at Rs. 140 for a pack of 5 Adult Diapers;Jan AushahdiBachpan at Rs 20
only for a pack of 5 baby diapers; Jan Aushadhi Ankur pregnancy test kits at Rs 20; Jan
AushadhiUrja Energy Drink at Rs. 35 for a300 gm pack, among others.

 

*****
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-07

PERMANENT COMMISSION TO WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Defence

Permanent Commission to Women

Posted On: 05 MAR 2019 7:33PM by PIB Delhi

Ministry of Defence has taken steps to ensure implementation of announcement by the Prime
Minister on 15th August, 2018 regarding grant of Permanent Commission to Women officers in
the Armed Forces.

In so far the Indian Air Force is concerned, all Branches, including Fighter Pilots are now open
for women officers.

In Indian Navy all non sea going Branches/Cadre/Specialisation have been opened for induction
of women officers through Short Service Commission. In addition to education, Law & Naval
Constructor branch/cadre, women SSC officers have been made eligible for grant of Permanent
Commission in the Naval Armament branch, at par with the male officers.

The proposal for induction of three new training ships for the Indian Navy is underway. This will
provide the requisite infrastructure for training of both men and women officers. Indian Navy will
start inducting women in all branches, once the training ships are in place.

 Women officers will be granted Permanent Commission in the Indian Army in all the ten
branches where women are inducted for Short Service Commission. So, besides the existing
two streams of Judge Advocate General (JAG) and Army Education Corps, now PC will be
granted in Signals, Engineers, Army Aviation, Army Air Defence, Electronics and Mechanical
Engineers, Army Service Corps, Army Ordinance Corps and Intelligence also to women officers.
SSC women officers will give their option for PC before completion of four years of
Commissioned Service and they will exercise option for grant of PC and their choice of
specialisation.

SSC Women officers will be considered for grant of PC based on suitability, merit etc and will be
employed in various staff appointment.

Nampi
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-08

CABINET OKAYS ECHS FACILITIES FOR VETERANS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Cabinet on Thursday approved the grant of Ex-Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme
(ECHS) facilities to Second World War veterans, Emergency Commissioned Officers, Short
Service Commissioned Officers and premature retirees. This would benefit over 43,000
individuals who were so far not covered under the ECHS.

Cashless treatment

The facility allows them to get cashless medical treatment through a network of over 425 ECHS
polyclinics, 2,500 empanelled private hospitals and all government hospitalsthroughout the
country, subject to certain conditions.

Also, as a special dispensation, war-widows will be exempt from one-time contribution to join the
ECHS.

Launched by the NDA government in April 2003, the facility provides quality medicare to 54 lakh
ex-servicemen pensioners, their dependants and a few other categories.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-03-08

AFTER EMPOWERMENT, FREEDOM AND DIGNITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The writer is national general secretary, BJP, and director, India Foundation.

The problem with some policies is that they are at least a decade behind the thoughts and
aspirations of the people. Unless we address this mismatch, seemingly noble policies also fail to
do justice to the targeted sections of the population.

Take, for example, the aspirations of sections like SCs, STs and women. Today, the aspiration
of the downtrodden is not just about power-sharing but a share in decision-making. Through
various policies we have addressed the issue of power-sharing. But did it lead to them reaching
decision-making positions?

Similarly about women, the discourse fashionable today is about empowerment. What does
empowerment mean? We assume that the aspiration or desire among the women is for
positions on par with men. Our policies are structured in that direction. We hardly realise that
while it is fashionable to showcase these things as our commitment to women’s empowerment,
the aspirational discourse has gone much farther.

The urge and aspiration among the women today is for dignity and freedom. Any further talk of
empowering women will be seen as condescension because empowerment is today seen as
entitlement. We need to rise to the current sentiment — of empowerment with dignity and
honour.

Women are in commanding positions in many areas of private and public life in our country.
Even in rural India, women are greatly empowered through their presence and positions outside
the four walls of their homes. Initially, this change needed support and prodding but now it is on
an auto mode.

Yet, the challenge of dignity and freedom remains. The empowerment that we talk about has
certainly given them positions, but not necessarily the dignity and freedom that they deserve.
Social media is a good test case, since it is a truly democratic media. It reflects human
behaviour through an unadulterated, unedited prism. It is here that one comes across extreme
forms of deprecating behaviour with respect to women. In varied degrees, this prevails in all
walks of life.

Our laws, societal norms and customs need to be looked at from this new reality. There was a
time when women needed protection. We built laws and institutions keeping that need in mind. It
was felt later that women needed empowerment. We addressed that need too. But today’s need
is to revisit our polity to accord dignity and freedom to our womenfolk.

Mahatma Gandhi used to say that real independence would be when a woman in this country
can walk around on the streets alone at midnight. An easy way to think of this would be from a
security perspective. But another interpretation could be about dignity. How does society look at
a lone woman roaming the streets at midnight? Just like how it looks at a man in similar
circumstances or with suspicion, if not disdain? Does she enjoy freedom of choice or is she
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branded promiscuous?

This brings up the crux of the issue. Can a woman be respected just as a woman, without any
strings attached? Or she will be respected only when she is a “mother” or “sister”? Is her
freedom and self-expression equal to that of a man?

There is an instructive anecdote in the Shanti Parva in Mahabharata. Yudhishtir, having won the
war, approaches Bhishma, who is on the bed of arrows awaiting death, seeking advise on
statecraft. Draupadi, the feisty princess, was passing by, and laughs out loud. Yudhishtir
remonstrates; but Bhishma stops him and submits that Draupadi’s laughter was valid. “In a full
House, when she was being disrobed, I remained a mute witness. Am I today qualified to teach
you Raj Dharma? That is what Draupadi’s laughter meant,” says Bhishma.

The Indian approach to womanhood is replete with messages that accord dignity and freedom to
women, not just a higher pedestal. Manu is criticised for talking about the duty of the society to
protect women. But Manu also grants women the right to divorce under four different
circumstances.

Women face two extremes in our society. At one end is the vulgarity of objectification. The
higher a woman rises the greater the objectification becomes. How they appear, how they dress
and how they style their hair or wear their footwear becomes the subject. What follows is
violence, both physical and emotional.

But the other extreme is equally demeaning. In the name of security, we deny women their
natural choices and freedom. Ideally, we should be allowing greater intermixing of both sexes.
But regressive beliefs at one level and questions of safety at another encourage us towards
greater segregation. This gender-based segregation starts at the school level itself and
continues. This goes to ridiculous extents like every instance of boys and girls coming together
being seen as sinful. Within accepted societal norms, allowing greater intermixing of boys and
girls will actually help develop a healthy attitude of friendship and mutual respect.

It is time we turned our attention towards this question of dignity and freedom. Laws for women’s
protection are important, but not enough. We also need to revisit our customs like marriage,
family and divorce. What should be the marriageable age, what should be the procedure and
what if the marriage doesn’t work — all these aspects need a fresh look through the prism of
dignity and freedom, not just through an abstract idea of “family honour”.

Nobody wants families to collapse or promiscuity to pervade. We have seen the ill-effects of the
collapsing family system in Western societies. But smugness shouldn’t be our way. Just
because the Western models are flawed doesn’t automatically mean ours are perfect. A vibrant
society should have the courage for continuous reform. Unchanging eternal values, and ever-
changing social order is what Indian wisdom stands for.

Remember Tennyson: “The old order changeth yielding place to new; And God fulfils himself in
many ways; Lest one good custom should corrupt the world.”

The writer is national general secretary, BJP and director, India Foundation

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd. All Rights Reserved
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-08

CONVERSION, SUBSTITUTION & MUTATION MADE
ONLINE – HARDEEP S PURI LAUNCHES E-DHARTI APP

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs

Conversion, Substitution & Mutation made online –
Hardeep S Puri launches e-Dharti App

More than 35,000 properties outlined on GIS based map - 
more than 2,500 properties mapped & verified .

L&DO office more public friendly, accountable, efficient &
transparent

Posted On: 07 MAR 2019 5:23PM by PIB Delhi

Shri Hardeep S Puri, Minister of State(I/C) for Housing and Urban Affairs has launched e-Dharti
app which is a new online system where all the three main modules i.e. Conversion,
Substitution and Mutation have been made online.  The  payment system in L&DO has also
been completely digitized. Work is also going on other three small modules namely Sale
Permission, Mortgage Permission  and  Gift Permission and will be completed soon.  The public
can now submit their applications online by visiting L&DO website and are not required to visit
this office for submission of them and for follow up of their applications. 

 

Land & Development Office (L&DO) deals with public applications which are mainly related to
Conversion of property from leasehold to freehold, Substitution of names of legal heirs and
Mutation in the name of purchaser, etc. These three applications cover almost 95% of total
applications received.  The office also deals with applications related to Sale Permission,
Mortgage Permission  and  Gift Permission. Lots of initiatives have been taken by this office to
make the system more transparent, accountable, efficient and effective so that general public,
particularly old aged, poor, ailing and deprived persons as well as women and widows, are
benefitted.

 

e-Dharti Geo Portal, another important application on which L&DO has started working, is GIS
based mapping of all its approx. 65000 properties.  Through this application each and every
Government  property under L&DO, whether it is allotted or still lying vacant, is proposed to be
mapped on a portal called “e-Dharti Geo Portal”. Through this portal the Lessee of the property
will be able to see the basic details of his/her property along with map showing its location.  The
Lessee  can also be issued a Property Card from this office about his property if he asks for
it.Though more than 35,000 properties have been outlined on the GIS based map all across
Delhi, the actual validation is being done by checking each and every mapped property with its
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location and details. The whole exercise of validating all the L&DO properties and linking it with
its details may take a time period of about one year.  As on date, more than 2,500 properties
have been mapped and verified.  This application will not only benefit public but the Government
also in getting to know the actual status of its vacant properties, whether there is any
encroachment on the said property, etc.  The action already taken and the proposed ones will go
a long way in streamlining the working of the office making it more public friendly, accountable,
efficient and transparent.

RJ
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-09

CANCER DRUGS 87% CHEAPER AFTER TRADE
MARGIN CAP

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

After the trade margin on 42 anti-cancer drugs was capped to 30%, prices of nearly 390 cancer
medications have fallen by 87%. The new MRPs came into effect from Friday.

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has put out the list on 390 drugs on their
website.

“On 27 February, 2019, NPPA had put 42 anti-cancer drugs under the 30% trade margin cap.
Manufacturers and hospitals were directed to convey revised MRP, to be effective from 8th
March based on the Trade Margin (TM) formula; 390 brands i.e. 91% of the 426 brands reported
by manufacturers, showed downward price movement,” a press statement said.

In support

The trade margin cap has been hailed by health activists and doctors.

According to NPPA, nearly 38 medicines show price reduction of 75% and above after the cap.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-09

CANCER DRUGS 87% CHEAPER AFTER TRADE
MARGIN CAP

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Photo for representation   | Photo Credit: AP

After the trade margin on 42 anti-cancer drugs was capped to 30%, prices of nearly 390 cancer
medications have fallen by 87%. The new MRPs came into effect from Friday.

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has put out the list on 390 drugs on their
website.

“On 27 February, 2019, NPPA had put 42 anti-cancer drugs under the 30% trade margin cap.
Manufacturers and hospitals were directed to convey revised MRP, to be effective from 8th
March based on the Trade Margin (TM) formula; 390 brands i.e. 91% of the 426 brands reported
by manufacturers, showed downward price movement,” a press statement said.

The trade margin cap has been hailed by health activists and doctors.

According to NPPA, nearly 38 medicines show price reduction of 75% and above after the cap.

Please enter a valid email address.

Reiterating the need for physical activity to reduce the incidence of non-communicable diseases
(NCD), the World Health Organisation (WHO) has

Already a user? Sign In

To know more about Ad free news reading experience and subscription Click Here

or Please remove the Ad Blocker

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-09

MRP OF 390 ANTI-CANCER NON-SCHEDULED
MEDICINES REDUCED UP TO 87%

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

MRP of 390 Anti-Cancer Non-Scheduled Medicines reduced
up to 87%

Posted On: 08 MAR 2019 5:18PM by PIB Delhi

The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), under Ministry of Chemicals &
Fertilizers, today put out list of 390 anti-cancer non-scheduled medicines with MRP reduction up
to 87%.  The revised prices would come into effect from 8th March, 2019.

On27th February, 2019, NPPA had put 42 anti-cancer drugs under 30% Trade Margin cap. 
Manufacturers and Hospitals were directed to convey revised MRP, to be effective from 8th

March, 2019, based on the Trade Margin (TM) formula.  390 brands i.e. 91% of the 426 brands
reported by manufacturers, showed downward price movement.

The average out of pocket expenditure for cancer patients is 2.5 times that for other
diseases.This move is expected to benefit 22 lakh cancer patients in the countryand would result
in annual savings of approx. Rs. 800 crores to the consumers. 

The Trade Margin rationalisation for 42 anti cancer drugs was rolled out as Proof of Concept,
stressing on the new paradigm of self-regulation by the Industry.  The manufacturers of these 42
drugs have been directed not to reduce production volumes of brands under regulation. 

The range of reduction is as below: -

 

Range No. of Brands

75% & above 38

50% to <75% 124

25% to <50% 121

Below 25% 107

Total 390

 

The full list of brands with revised MRP is available at nppaindia.nic.in.  Prices of more brands
are expected to show downward reduction in near future, as data is received from other
manufacturers.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-09

EMPOWERING WOMEN, CHANGING LIVES : PM
UJJWALA YOJANA AND MUCH MORE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

Empowering Women, Changing lives : PM Ujjwala Yojana
and Much More

Posted On: 08 MAR 2019 4:06PM by PIB Delhi

Empowerment of women is closely linked with the country’s energy economy and this goal is
driving investments in the entire value chain.  As a measure towards empowerment of poor
women in the country who are bereft of access to clean cooking gas, Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas has launched Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) in the form of a social
movement, enabling social change and irreversible empowerment of women.

Today we have achieved another milestone under PMUY Scheme by adding 7-croreth
beneficiary in the Ujjwala family. Ujjwala yojana is empowering women to lead smoke-free lives,
leading to a healthier lifestyle, saving them time by greatly reducing drudgery and enabling them
to pursue other income enhancement and socially rewarding pursuits.

To take this initiative forward, Pradhan Mantri LPG panchayats as peer learning platforms, are
providing support, catalysing behaviour changes in Ujjawala beneficiaries and also encouraging
safe and sustainable use of LPG. As many as 87,876 LPG panchayats have been conducted
across the country.

Ujjwala Didi, a CSR handholding initiative, aims at creating a force of 10,000 grassroot
educators who can take the three messages till the last mile, viz. (i) Clean Cooking Fuel is to be
universally available, (ii) Clean Cooking fuel is affordable and (iii) LPG is safe to use and
insured. Ujjwala Didis will facilitate refill, address any fear around LPG safety, help in resolving
any grievances and facilitate new connections. Thus these empowered women will contribute to
overall women empowerment in their panchayats. Ujjwala Didis are a living testimony of the
highest possibilities of inclusive development.

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has been at the forefront in encouraging women to strive
forward without fear or discrimination and promoting women in leadership roles in challenging
environment and difficult remote locations including offshore platforms. At the world's highest
Indane LPG bottling plant situated at 11,800 ft. in Phey Village of Ladakh district, it is women
power that is playing a key role in the running of the plant. The plant is operated by 11
courageous Indian Oil women in very harsh weather conditions.

In an endeavour to provide better sanitation coverage and bridge gender disparity, the Ministry
has proactively undertaken an action plan to provide separate toilet facilities at all retail outlets of
Oil Marketing Companies. More than 37,000 ROs are already having separate toilet facilities for
men and women.

Under the Swachh Vidyalaya Abhiyan, to reduce the drop-out rate among girl students due to
non-availability of separate toilet facilities, Oil CPSEs/JVs have constructed more than 20,187
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school toilets. These toilets are used by more than 5 lakh girl students. More than 95% of the
toilets have been constructed in rural areas. 

In an effort towards creating awareness on Menstrual Hygiene, CPSEs under Ministry of
Petroleum, have taken initiatives towards installing sanitarily napkin vending machines and
incinerators in various schools across India.

Recognizing the importance of women and their contribution to society, Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas reaffirms its commitment for ‘economic empowerment’, ‘self-reliance’ and ‘social
equality’ of women across the country.

YB/SK
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MINISTRY OF WCD AND MINISTRY OF SKILL
DEVELOPMENT ENTER INTO MOU FOR IMPROVING
WOMEN LIVELIHOOD AND EMPOWERING THEM
THROUGH SKILL DEVELOPMENT.

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Ministry of WCD and Ministry of Skill Development enter
into MoU for improving women livelihood and empowering
them through skill development.

Posted On: 08 MAR 2019 3:12PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Women and Child Development and the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, today entered into a Memorandum of Understanding aimed at improving
women livelihood and empowering them through skill development. The MOU was signed in the
presence of Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi , Minister, Women and Child Development and Shri.
Dharmendra Pradhan, Minister, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.

Rashtriya Mahila Kosh (RMK) and the National Skill Development Council (NSDC) will be the
implementing partners on behalf of the Ministry of Women and Child Development and Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship respectively.

Speaking on the occasion, Smt Maneka Sanjay Gandhi said that the new initiative will help
impart those skil ls to the women which are relevant and will help them to find
employment/generate income immediately which will further lead to their overall well being in the
long run. She thanked the Skill Development Ministry for joining hands with WCD Ministry for
contributing to women empowerment. Hailing it as a unique and first of its kind initiative, Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan said that the Skill Development Ministry is determined to work closely with
women for imparting them skills which will transform their life as well as contribute to country’s
growth. The two Ministries will work together to design appropriate modules to bring immediate
benefit to the women, he added.

The Ministry of Women and Child Development through Rashtriya Mahila Kosh will identify the
skill sets and their geographical relevance which are suitable for enhancing livelihood of women
through self-employment or wage employment. RMK shall also develop necessary modules
aligned with the National Skill Qualifications Framework for skill development of women.

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship within the bound of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojna shall extend their support for the skill development programme identified by Ministry
of Women and Child Development. Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship shall
also provide details of women to MWCD who have received skill development training and
engaged in producing goods or providing services after their training. Ministry of Women and
Child Development, through RMK, shall assist such women to onboard into Mahila E-Haat
platform. Mahila E-Haat and NSDC will also jointly organize capacity building workshops for the
NSQF certified women interested in self-employment/entrepreneurship etc.
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The training partners for the programme shall be from the partners approved under the Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojna, keeping in view, their local presence and experience in skill
training. The MOU is valid for a period of 3 years.
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ALIGNING ‘NARI SHAKTI’ TO THE FRONTIERS OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Science & Technology

Aligning ‘Nari Shakti’ to the frontiers of Science and
Technology

Posted On: 08 MAR 2019 2:51PM by PIB Delhi

Contributions of women are now well recognised by the society globally in all kinds of
endeavours. It has now been proved beyond doubt that women have no less potential than their
male counterparts given the equal opportunity and encouragement in any field of activity
whether it is academics or sports or business etc... The current Government has made
concerted efforts to empower women in all walks of life. Ministry of Science and Technology has
also initiated several schemes to enrol and encourage women to take up science and
technology as their career choice.

In a message Union Science & Technology Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan said that it is
heartening to note on this International Women’s Day that our efforts during the last four and half
years have yielded impressive results. “In 2014, the Department of Science and Technology
took a giant step forward and brought all the women-centric schemes and programs under one
ambit named KIRAN (Knowledge Involvement in Research Advancement through Nurturing).”
said Dr. Vardhan.

Outlining some of the key initiatives Dr. Harsh Vardhan stated that we have supported eight
women-only Universities under the umbrella of CURIE (Consolidation of University Research for
Innovation and Excellence in Women Universities) a programme towards development of
research facilities and infrastructure. “To enhance skills and promote self-employment among
women, we have trained around 10,000 women for skill development in various areas such as
quality control, industrial microbiology, cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants, mushrooms,
bamboo, fruit processing, value added agriculture, etc.”, further mentioned the Science Minister.

Expressing pleasure Dr. Harsh Vardhan stated that our work for women empowerment has also
been appreciated and recognised. “The President of India Conferred Rani Lakshmibai Award
(Nari Shakti Puraskar 2015) to Technology Information, Forecasting and Assessment Council
(TIFAC), which is an autonomous institution of my ministry, for its work for women
empowerment in R&D through Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) training and today more than
10% of active patent professionals in the country are from this programme.”  

In his concluding remarks Dr Harsh Vardhan expressed hope and confidence that the initiatives
undertaken in the recent past in the long run would result in producing future women leaders in
Science and Technology.

As per the official statistics, around 14% are women out of total 2.82 lakhs R&D personnel
directly engaged in R&D activities. In order to narrow down the gender gap and improve the
under-representation of women in the field of Science & Technology, several programmes have
been initiated in the recent past. Today an exclusive session viz. Women Science Congress is
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organised and is an integral part of the Indian Science Congress every year where women
scientists deliberate on various issues related to women and women scientists.To recognise
outstanding women scientists, awards such as Janki Ammal Women Bio-scientist Award and
SERB Women Excellence Award, etc. are conferred and today women scientists are facilitated
to visit prestigious foreign institutions for undertaking research and training.

For some of the women centric schemes, initiatives etc. of the ministries click here.  

 

***
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-09

WOMEN-EMPOWERMENT SCHEMES OF MINISTRY OF
TEXTILES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Textiles

Women-Empowerment Schemes of Ministry of Textiles

Posted On: 08 MAR 2019 12:20PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Textiles has formulated various schemes which empower women engaged in
handloom and handicrafts sector. 

HANDLOOM SECTOR:

As per the 3rd Handloom Census (2009-10), there are about 43.31 lakh handloom weavers and
allied workers, of which 77% are women weavers & allied workers, who are involved in weaving
and allied activities and earning income for their families. The benefits of following four schemes
is reaching to women weavers and workers:

 

National Handloom Development Programme which has the following components:1.

Block Level Clusteri.
Handloom Marketing Assistanceii.
Concessional credit/weavers Mudra Schemeiii.

 

Handloom Weavers’ Comprehensive Welfare Scheme2.
Yarn Supply Scheme3.
Comprehensive Handloom Cluster Development Scheme4.

 

There is 100% subsidy to SC/ST/BPL and women weavers for construction of worksheds under
National Handloom Development Programme. Under Block Level Cluster component of
National Handloom Development Programme, 412 Block Level Clusters have been sanctioned
in last three years and the current year (2015-16 to 2018-19), under which coverage of women
beneficiaries is 1,71,822.

 

Seven National Awards (Kamladevi Chattopadhyay Awards) and National Merit Certificate
(Kamladevi Chattopadhyay Awards)were conferredon women weavers during National
Handloom Day celebrated at Jaipur on 7th August 2018.
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There is 75% subsidy to SC/ST, BPL and women weavers for enrolment under NIOS and
IGNOU courses.

HANDICRAFTS SECTOR:

In the handicrafts sector, there are about 7 million artisans in the country. Under Pehchan
Initiative, approximately 25 lakh artisans have been identified for the issuance of I.D. Card and
till date 19.97 lakh ID cards have already been issued. The percentage of female artisans is
56.07%.

 

ACHIEVEMENTS & INITIATIVES TAKEN FOR WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

APRIL 2014 to FEBRUARY 2019

Name of the
Scheme

No. of
programmes

/
Projects

Fund
sanctioned

(Rs. In lakhs)

Artisans
benefitted/

covered

Women
artisans

Benefitted
Remarks

Base Line Survey &
Mobilization of

Artisans (AHVY)
520 5912.62 311983 109180

Out of 520 Running
Clusters 160 clusters
( 5 4 5 9  S e l f  H e l p
Groups  are exclusively
run by women artisans.

Design & Technology
Upgradation

890 6182.3 34810 13924

4 1 9 0  t o o l  k i t s
distributed to women
artisans during last 5
years.

Human Resource
Development

2218 9896.33 48281 14484

Under Guru Shishya
Parampara component,
out of 505 programmes,
1 5 2  p r o g r a m m e s
sanctioned to Women
Master trainers during
last 5 years.

Marketing Support &
Services

1186 17937.44 67216 13440  

Research &
Development

726 2413.62 18200 7280  

Mega cluster/IDPH 14 22665.02 252695 90770  

Direct Benefit to
Artisans/Welfare

Scheme
48 3195.05 478252 267821  

TOTAL 5602 68202.38 1211437 516899  
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OTHER MAJOR INITIATIVES:

 

65 clusters have been identified and their mentors nominated for overall development
through need based interventions and of them 24 clusters (854 SHGs) are exclusively run
by women artisans.

●

 

From 2016, five National Awards and five National Merit Certificates have been reserved
exclusively for women artisans. Till date 117 Shilp Guru awards (13 women Shilip Gurus)
and 1193 national awards (189 women awardees) have been conferred on meritorious
artisans.

●

 

MoU has been signed with Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) and National
Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) to encourage learning opportunities and the courses are
specially designed for artisans and their children wherein reimbursement of 75% of the fee
for women and SC/ST/BPL is being done.

●

 

There is a provision of financial support to artisans in indigent circumstances for awardee
craftsperson below 60 years of age, having annual income below Rs. 50,000 @ Rs.3500/-
p.m. 75 women awardee artisans are receiving financial assistance.

●

 

Ministry of Textiles holdsspecial marketing events for women artisans on International
Women’s Day:

●

 

Year Name of the Event
No. of
Event

Amount
Sanctioned (Rs. In

Lakhs)

Women Artisans
Benefited

2017-18
Special Marketing Events for
Women Artisans

10 14 400

2018-19

Special Marketing Events for
Women Artisans
(TO BE ORGANISED)
(7-13 March 2019)

11 14 550

 

SILK SECTOR:

In India, sericulture development is inextricably woven with participation of women and the
production of silk has been recognized as an occupation of the women, for the women and by
the women.  Ministry of Textileshas taken measures for empowering women through sericulture
through various activities.

Women Empowerment under Silk Samagra:  Sericulture is mainly known as a house1.
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hold activity being practised by women. About 55% of women are engaged in silk
production value chain. Under Silk Samagra, Government of Indiahas set a target to
produce 38500 MTs of raw silk and to generate 100 lakh productive employment from
78.50 lakhs in 2013-14 (additional 21.50 lakh). With this the employment of women in
sericulture is expected to increase to 55 lakh in 2020from 43.20 lakh.

 

Buniyaad to eradicate thigh Reeling: Tasar silk is produced in India mainly by tribal
women through the age old thigh reeling practice which is unhygienic, labour intensive,
involves drudgery and is unproductive. Invariably, this practice leads to skin blemishes,
allergies and infections besides, causing more inconvenience to women Tasar reelers.In
order to eradicate this thigh reeling practice, the Government has decided to completely
eradicate the thigh reeling with improved Buniyaad Reeling Machines by supplying 10,000
machines by 2020. Towards this, 4956 machines are being supplied to the women
beneficiaries by March 2019 so as to ensure good health, hygiene besides rightful earning
to the poor rural and tribal women reelers.

2.

 

Act East Initiatives: To create livelihood opportunities in North East Region, in line with
the Act East initiative of Prime Minister of India, the Textiles Ministry is implementing 32
projects under its North East Region Textile Promotion Scheme (NERTPS)from 2014-15
onwards with Central Government’s share of Rs.849 crore through various segments of
silk production value chain from farm to fabric. It is directly benefiting 60,000 beneficiaries
covering around 45,000 women beneficiaries.

3.

 

POWERLOOM SECTOR:

Stand-up India Scheme is available for new Powerloom units established by a person who
belongs to SC/ST/woman entrepreneur category and financial assistance to the tune of 25%
margin money (Max. Rs.25 lakh) on the machinery cost is admissible subject to the borrower
bringing upin 10% of the project cost as his/her own contribution. Under this scheme,
reimbursements of credit guarantee fee upto 1% of the loan amount is also allowed.

Till date, out of 276 applications submitted through online system for Stand-up India scheme
under Powertex India Scheme, 250 applications pertain to women entrepreneurs. The estimated
investment is about Rs. 200 crore from 01-04-2017 to till date.

 

INTEGRATED SKILL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (ISDS):

With a view to address the critical skill gap in the textile sector, the Ministry of Textiles
introduced ISDS.Under this scheme, 6, 41,983 women were trained since 2014-15 to 2018-19
which is 72% of total trained under the scheme.Out of this 6,17,915 have been assessed and
5,32,660 have been placed in their respective sectors.

***

MM/ SB



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

(Release ID: 1568138) Visitor Counter : 594

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi , Bengali

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-12

WHO STRATEGY TO FIGHT FLU PANDEMICS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The World Health Organization on Monday launched a strategy to protect people worldwide over
the next decade against the threat of influenza, warning that new pandemics are “inevitable”.

Influenza epidemics, largely seasonal, affect around one billion people and kill hundreds of
thousands annually, according to WHO, which describes it as one of the world’s greatest public
health challenges.

WHO’s new strategy, for 2019 through 2030, aims to prevent seasonal influenza, control the
virus’s spread from animals to humans and prepare for the next pandemic, WHO said.

The new strategy called for every country to strengthen routine health programmes and to
develop tailor-made influenza programmes that strengthen disease surveillance, response,
prevention, control, and preparedness.

WHO recommends annual flu vaccines as the most effective way to prevent the spread of the
disease, especially for healthcare workers and people at higher risk of influenza complications.

It also called for the development of more effective and more accessible vaccines and antiviral
treatments.

Due to its mutating strains, vaccine formulas must be regularly updated and only offer limited
protection currently.

But Martin Friede, WHO’s vaccines coordinator, urged broader use of seasonal vaccines, which
not only protect vulnerable populations but also help prepare countries to rapidly deploy
vaccines in the case of a pandemic. “In a perfect world, everyone would be vaccinated.”

Please enter a valid email address.

Reiterating the need for physical activity to reduce the incidence of non-communicable diseases
(NCD), the World Health Organisation (WHO) has
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-12

INDIANS FACE AGE-RELATED ISSUES EARLIER THAN
SWISS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Old-Age People - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

View more Senior Indian Asian People...  

People living in India experience the health problems associated with ageing at an early stage
than those living in Japan or Switzerland, according to a first-of-its-kind study published in The
Lancet Public Health.

Researchers at the University of Washington in the U.S. and colleagues found that a 30-year
gap separates countries with the highest and lowest ages at which people experience the health
problems of a 65-year-old.

They found that 76-year-olds in Japan and Switzerland, and 46-year-olds in Papua New Guinea
have the same level of age-related health problems as an “average” person aged 65.

The analysis also found that people living in India experience the similar health problems well
before they turn 60.

“These disparate findings show that increased life expectancy at older ages can either be an
opportunity or a threat to the overall welfare of populations, depending on the ageing-related
health problems the population experiences regardless of chronological age,” said Angela Y
Chang, lead author of the study.

“Age-related health problems can lead to early retirement, a smaller workforce, and higher
health spending. Government leaders and other stakeholders influencing health systems need
to consider when people begin suffering the negative effects of ageing,” Ms. Chang said in a
statement.

These negative effects include impaired functions and loss of physical, mental, and cognitive
abilities resulting from the 92 conditions analysed, five of which are communicable and 81 non-
communicable, along with six injuries.

The study is the first of its kind, according to Ms. Chang. Where traditional metrics of ageing
examine increased longevity, this study explores both chronological age and the pace at which
ageing contributes to health deterioration.

The study uses estimates from the Global Burden of Disease study (GBD).

The researchers measured “age-related disease burden” by aggregating all disability-adjusted
life years (DALYs), a measurement of loss of healthy life, related to the 92 diseases.

Although most countries have similar rankings between age-standardised, age related and all-
burden rates, countries such as Ethiopia, Nigeria, and South Africa perform better in age-related
disease burden relative to all burden.

Countries such as China and India are performing better in all-burden rankings, researchers
said.
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The findings cover 1990 to 2017 in 195 countries and territories.

For example, in 2017, people in Papua New Guinea had the world’s highest rate of age-related
health problems with more than 500 DALYs per 1,000 adults, four times that of people in
Switzerland with just over 100 DALYs per 1,000 adults.

The rate in the US was 161.5 DALYs per 1,000, giving it a ranking of 53rd, between Algeria at
52nd with 161.0 DALYs per 1,000 and Iran at 54th with 164.8 DALYs per 1,000.

Using global average 65-year-olds as a reference group, Chang and other researchers also
estimated the ages at which the population in each country experienced the same related
burden rate. PTI SAR SAR SAR 03111520

Please enter a valid email address.

Reiterating the need for physical activity to reduce the incidence of non-communicable diseases
(NCD), the World Health Organisation (WHO) has
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-14

EDUCATION SYSTEM SHOULD BE REORIENTED TO
ENSURE GREATER LINKAGE BETWEEN ACADEMIA-
INDUSTRY: VICE PRESIDENT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Vice President's Secretariat

Education system should be reoriented to ensure greater
linkage between academia-industry: Vice President

This is the time to seize the opportunity and promote
innovation and technology-based entrepreneurship;

We have to stay ahead of the curve to play a meaningful
role in the 4th Industrial Revolution;

Addresses the Students of Vel Tech University

Posted On: 13 MAR 2019 4:51PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that the education system should
be reoriented by ensuring greater linkage between academia-industry to make students
employable.

He was addressing the gathering at the Vel Tech University in Chennai today. The Governor of
Tamil Nadu, Shri Banwarilal Purohit and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

The Vice President wanted the government, academia and the industry to come together to look
into reorienting the education system so that students coming out from the portals of higher
education institutions are employable or become self-employed.

Earlier Shri Naidu visited the Nidhi-CoE Lab at the university. He said that business incubation
has been globally recognized as an important tool for economic development and job creation.
He further said that the innovation, incubation and start-ups are the buzz words in today’s world
and countries and societies which are knowledge-centric and technology-driven will play an
increasing role in the global economy. For us in India, this is the time to seize the opportunity
and promote the culture of innovation and technology-based entrepreneurship, he added.

He lauded the institute for its focus on research-intensive teaching and learning practices.
Innovation and Entrepreneurship are going to be the twin engines that will propel India to a new
era of economic prosperity and social inclusion, he added.

Following is the text of Vice President's address:
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"I am extremely happy to join you this morning and interact with students, faculty members and
entrepreneurs of the innovation-based start-ups promoted by the prestigious Nidhi –CoE lab in
your institution.

I am informed this is the only Centre of Excellence in the private sector among the six such
CoEs approved in the first phase.

I would like to appreciate Prof. Col. Vel R Rangarajan and Dr. Sagunthala Rangarajan, the
Founders of Vel Tech for providing quality education through a multitude of academic
programmes.

I am told that students are drawn from all over India and abroad, representing different sections.
It makes the institute one of India’s most culturally diverse learning centres.

Business incubation has been globally recognized as an important tool for economic
development and job creation.

Keeping this in view, Innovation and Entrepreneurship Division of Department of Science and
Technology (DST) has been supporting technology-based startups through its flagship
programme of “Technology Business Incubator”.

Dear Students/ Researchers

Innovation, incubation and start-ups are the buzz words in today’s world and countries and
societies which are knowledge-centric and technology-driven will play an increasing role in the
global economy. For us in India, this is the time to seize the opportunity and promote the culture
of innovation and technology-based entrepreneurship.

We have to stay ahead of the curve if we have to play a meaningful and important role in the 4th

Industrial Revolution. Unlike many other countries, India is placed in an advantageous position.
India has a tremendous demographic dividend that is waiting to be realized. In an ageing world,
India has one of the youngest populations. By 2020, the median age in India will be just 28,
compared to 37 in China and the US, 45 in Western Europe, and 49 in Japan.

With about 65 per cent of the population below the age of 35 years, we need to convert this
huge human capital into a force multiplier for the Indian economy by technologically empowering
the youth. Entrepreneurship helps the economy of a country to grow and create jobs.

Education lays the foundation for the progress of a nation. Today India has one of the largest
number of higher education institutions and holds an important place in the global education
arena.

Today, the country has an opportunity to focus on innovation in the field of education to meet the
global competitions. But this requires tremendous transformation from reorienting the curriculum
framework to refining the infrastructure with the sole objective of imparting world class quality
education.

With the country producing lakhs of engineering graduates each year, the need of the hour is to
provide the right ecosystem for new ideas, breakthroughs and innovations to make India the
leader in start-ups and technology-driven high growth ventures. Therefore, it cannot be business
as usual. We have to press the accelerator to be in the forefront of a new technology-driven
world that will set the pace for the future.
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Of course, technology-based new enterprises face high risk and they require an enabling
environment like NIDHI-Centre of Excellence (NIDHI-CoE) to enhance the prospects of their
success.

I am told that the primary objectives of NIDHI-CoE are aimed at promoting new
technology/knowledge/innovation based impact making startups; build a vibrant startup
ecosystem by establishing a network between academia, financial institutions, industries and
other institutions and to create jobs, wealth and business in alignment with national priorities.

As you all are aware, entrepreneurship helps the economy of a country to grow and create new
jobs. India is the fastest growing economy in the world today and is projected to become the
third largest in the next 10-15 years. I am sure that the start-ups in the services sector would
play a prominent role in propelling the economy in the years ahead.

Dear Students/Researchers, the Global Innovation Index has ranked India in the 57th position
last year, while many smaller nations are ahead of India. We need to focus on reorienting our
higher education system, particularly of the engineering and scientific streams, to ensure that
the students who pass out from these institutions come up with creative and innovative solutions
to the problems faced by the country and the world at large.

Teaching-learning methods should be transformed as learning by facilitation where students
learn actively with peers. We have to keep innovating our curricula, infrastructure, pedagogy,
teaching and examination methodology and our technology tools.

The challenges faced by the modern world are multi-dimensional. There is increasing
urbanization and industrialization on the one hand and agrarian distress on the other. Climate
change, growing levels of pollution, increasing demand for energy, eradicating poverty and
illiteracy are all major challenges that require innovative and out-of-box ideas. An important
aspect that needs the attention of both the government and the private sector is the need to step
up funds for R & D. Similarly, the linkages between the academia and the industry have to grow
organically.

I am quite happy to know that Vel Tech is playing an important role in developing and supporting
entrepreneurs through its Vel Tech–Technology Business Incubator. It is also quite heartening to
note that Vel Tech TBI motivated 103 young innovators to start their own companies by using
the facilities established at Vel Tech TBI.

I am glad to know that among QS top ranked universities, Veltech is the First and only Member
of CDIO (Conceiving-Designing-Implementing-Operating) initiative from India. I am also told this
institution has taken numerous steps to inculcate research culture among the students by giving
an opportunity to faculty and students to involve in scientific, interdisciplinary, cross-professional
research which is supported by CDIO approach.

It is heartening to note that the institute focuses upon research-intensive teaching and learning
practices to create critical thinkers. Innovation and Entrepreneurship are going to be the twin
engines that propel India to a new era of economic prosperity and social inclusion.

My greetings to each one of you on your achievements and best wishes for your continued
success!

JAI HIND!"

***
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-03-15

HEALTH MINISTRY TAKES STOCK OF THE PUBLIC
HEALTH MEASURES FOR CONTROLLING WEST NILE
VIRUS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Health Ministry takes stock of the public health measures
for controlling West Nile Virus

Posted On: 14 MAR 2019 2:35PM by PIB Delhi

A section of the media has reported that a seven year old boy from Malappuram District
of Kerala is suffering from a West Nile Virus (WNV), a mosquito-borne disease, mostly
reported in the continental United States. Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare is
closely monitoring the situation and has spoken to the State Health Minister of Kerala in
this regard. He has directed for all support to be extended to Kerala in its prevention and
management.

 

Secretary (HFW) held a meeting with Additional Chief Secretary Shri Rajeev
Sadanandan, Kerala and reviewed the situation. The Health Ministry has dispatched a
multi-disciplinary Central team from National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC). The
Central team includes Dr. Ruchi Jain, RHO Trivandrum, Dr Suneet Kaur, Assitant
Director, NCDC, Dr E Rajendran, Entomologist, NCDC, Calicut and Dr Binoy Basu, EIS
Officer, NCDC. The team will support the State Health Authorities in managing the
disease.

 

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has also been alerted and a close watch
is being maintained at Central and State level.  There are no reports available so far for
spread of this virus in other parts of the country.

 

*****

MV/SK
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-16

DEMOCRACY IS GOOD FOR THE HEALTH, LANCET
STUDY FINDS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A Lancet study found cardiovascular disease, tuberculosis, transport injuries and non-
communicable diseases fell in countries that have turned democratic in the last 50 years.   |
Photo Credit: AP

People live longer in countries that became democracies from 1970 to 2015 noted a Lancet
report released earlier this week stating that democracy reduced chances of dying from — heart
diseases, cirrhosis, stroke and road accidents.

Study of 170 countries found that life expectancy improved more quickly in countries that
switched to democracy over the past 50 years with this effect being far stronger than GDP
growth effect.

“Free and fair elections appear important for improving adult health… most likely by increasing
government accountability and responsiveness,” the study said. “Democracies are more likely
than autocracies to lead to health gains.”

Thomas Bollyky, the lead author, director the Global Health Programme at the US Council on
Foreign Relations, said: “Health and elections are inevitably linked. We estimate that, between
1994 and 2014, the increases in democratic experience resulted in 16 million fewer deaths from
cardiovascular disease globally.”

The study compared trends in countries that had transitioned from autocracy to democracy since
1970 with 55 states that had not. The impact of HIV was factored out, because the huge amount
of foreign aid devoted to the virus would have skewed the findings.

It found that life expectancy at age 15 was 3% higher in countries 10 years after their transition
to democracy than in counterparts that had not changed government type. Cardiovascular
disease, tuberculosis, transport injuries and non-communicable diseases also fell.

Across the world more than several billion people live in countries where democracy hasn't
established its roots yet.

Please enter a valid email address.

Reiterating the need for physical activity to reduce the incidence of non-communicable diseases
(NCD), the World Health Organisation (WHO) has
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-17

QUOTAS AND A VERDICT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The story so far: The introduction of a 10% quota for the economically backward through the
Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act has been challenged in the Supreme Court. The principal
grounds cited in support of the challenge are mainly found in a 1992 judgment of a nine-judge
Bench in Indra Sawhney vs Union of India . A look at the context in which Indra Sawhney, or the
Mandal Commission case, was decided, its major findings and how they are being cited in the
challenge to the 103rd Constitution Amendment.

What is the background of the case?

In December 1980, the Second Backward Classes Committee, headed by B.P. Mandal, better
known as the Mandal Commission, gave its report. It recommended 27% reservation for Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) and 22.5% for the Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes. A decade
later, in August 1990, the government issued an office memorandum (OM), providing 27%
vacancies for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes to be filled by direct recruitment.
Violent protests greeted this memorandum, and a challenge was mounted in the Supreme
Court. In 1991, a new government under the Congress issued a second OM notifying an
additional reservation of 10% for other economically backward sections. A nine-judge Bench of
the Supreme Court pronounced a 6:3 majority verdict in the Mandal Commission case,
upholding the 27% quota in the first OM, but struck down the 10% quota based on economic
criteria.

What were its main findings?

The majority judgment held that “a backward class cannot be determined only and exclusively
with reference to economic criterion”. “It may be a consideration or basis along with, and in
addition to, social backwardness, but it can never be the sole criterion,” Justice B.P. Jeevan
Reddy wrote for the majority. It said backward classes could be identified on the basis of caste.
The Bench also laid down that reservation not cross the 50% limit, unless a special case was
made out for extraordinary situations and peculiar conditions to relax the rule. It wanted the
‘creamy layer,’ the advanced sections of the backward classes, excluded from reservation and
asked the government to evolve suitable criteria to exclude the ‘creamy layer’.

Why cite the Indra Sawhney case?

After 27 years, the Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, 2019, provides for 10% reservation in
government jobs and educational institutions for the “economically backward” in the unreserved
category. The Act amends Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution by adding clauses empowering
the government to provide reservation on the basis of economic backwardness. The 10%
economic reservation is over and above the 50% cap. The Constitution does not define the term
‘backward classes,’ though it endorses the role of the state in ensuring and promoting social
equality. Over the years, caste has been a constant factor in identifying social and educational
backwardness. As the Mandal Commission case discusses the basis for identifying OBCs, its
findings are being cited by those who have challenged the amendment. They say the
amendment violates the bar on quotas solely based on economic criteria and breaches the 50%
quota limit which, they argue, is part of the Basic Structure of the Constitution.

The petitions, including those by Youth for Equality and activist Tehseen Poonawala, argue that
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the amendment excludes the OBCs and the SCs/STs from the scope of economic reservation.
They contend that the high creamy layer limit of Rs. 8 lakh a year ensures that the elite capture
the reservation benefits. They argue that the amendment does not clearly define the term
“economically weaker sections.”

What is the government’s response?

In its response by affidavit, the government says the amendment was “necessitated to benefit
the economically weaker sections of the society who were not covered within the existing
schemes of reservation, which, as per statistics, constituted a considerably large segment of the
Indian population.” It quoted the 2010 report of the Commission for Economically Backward
Classes, chaired by Major General S.R. Sinho (retired), which said 18.2% of the general
category came under the below poverty line. It has said the economically weaker sections
required as much attention as the backward classes. The government said the 50% ceiling
applies to the SCs/STs and the OBCs. The new provisions separately deal with the
economically weaker sections. It argued that a “mere amendment” to an Article would not violate
the basic feature of the Constitution. The matter is likely to be referred to a Constitution Bench.

As the Mandal case discusses the basis for identifying OBCs, its findings are being cited
by those who have challenged the amendment
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HOW TO INSULATE THE LOKPAL FROM GOVERNMENT
INTERFERENCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

Former Supreme Court judge PC Ghose is likely to be India’s first Lokpal, a report in the
Hindustan Times said on Monday. This is a welcome step, considering that the legal and
political journey of appointing a Lokpal has been mired in controversy for decades. While many
are rejoicing Justice Ghose’s likely appointment, it is important to address a crucial question: Is
the office of the Lokpal independent of the government and others whom it is mandated to
scrutinise?

This question is important because the government, regardless of the party in power, has a
tendency to interfere in autonomous institutions that are set up to ensure transparency and
accountability of governance. For example, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has long
borne the brunt of such meddling, so much so that it has been called a “caged parrot”. In recent
times, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has also faced similar challenges.

There are four aspects that need to be considered while examining the issue of independence.

First, the 2013 Lokpal Act provides for a selection committee comprising the Prime Minister, the
Lok Sabha Speaker, the Leader of Opposition (LoP), the Chief Justice of India and an eminent
jurist. This is supposed to be bipartisan in representation to ensure that the Lokpal is not
beholden to any particular group and can function independently. However, in the absence of a
formal LoP being declared (as is the present case), the panel has had no representation from
the Opposition. In 2014, amendments to address this issue were introduced, and subsequently
approved by the Parliamentary Standing Committee. However, they have not been passed in
Parliament. This must be rectified.

Second, there is a lack of clarity on the interplay and hierarchy between the Lokpal, the CBI and
the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC).

Third, in a paper titled The Lokpal Act of 2014 in the Economic and Political Weekly, Right to
Information activists — Amrita Johri, Anjali Bharadwaj, and Shekhar Singh — write that the Act
envisages that the Lokpal may use any agency it chooses to enquire or investigate complaints
under its jurisdiction. But there are few choices at the moment apart from the CBI. So to ensure
that investigations, many of which might involve senior members of the government, are fair and
professional, the CBI must be functionally independent of the central government.

Fourth, the Act has nothing on the professional attributes required for selecting a Lokpal. Nor is
there a mention of deliverables. In this, the Lokpal is not different from other appointments in
ostensibly independent constitutional bodies, such as the National Human Rights Commission.
Without clear guidelines on professional attributes required to be a Lokpal, a roster of
deliverables and a system of public scrutiny, it could be difficult to guarantee the office’s
insulation from the government of the day.

First Published: Mar 18, 2019 23:52 IST
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INDIA ON THE BRINK OF A DRY EYE DISEASE
EPIDEMIC, SAYS STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Early diagnosis and treatment is crucial.  

For the first time, a large-scale, hospital-based study in India involving over 14.5 lakh patients
had found the incidence (number of new cases occurring each year) of dry eye disease to be
21,000 (1.46%). At over 12,500 cases, the incidence in urban areas was higher than in rural
areas (over 8,700 cases). With a large ageing population, growing middle-class and chronic
nature of the disease, India is on the verge of a dry eye disease epidemic, says the study. The
prevalence of dry eye disease will be in about 40% of the urban population by 2030.

Since the disease tends to be progressive with age, once corneal damage becomes irreversible
it can lead to visual impairment and even blindness. Early diagnosis and treatment is therefore
important. The disease is hugely underdiagnosed in India.

The study was undertaken across 200 locations in Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa and
Karnataka between 2010 and 2018. The results were published in The Ocular Surface.

The study found the onset of dry eye disease is early in men than in women. In men, the age of
disease onset is early 20s and 30s compared with 50s and 60s in women. Hormonal imbalance
could be a likely reason for higher cases in women in their 50s and 60s. “This is first study that
has shown an age-based gender risk for the disease,” said Dr. Sayan Basu from LV Prasad Eye
Institute, Hyderabad.

Age, urban residence, occupation and socio-economic affluence were found to be high risk-
factors for developing the disease.

Dry eye disease could occur due to inadequate tear production (aqueous deficient), tear film
instability due to evaporation or mixed type. Over 20.5% had dry eye disease caused by
inadequate tear production, 35.5% due to tear film instability (evaporative) and 40% being
mixed. “As tears are not produced sufficiently in people who are aqueous deficient, it is a more
dangerous from of dry eye disease. They have severe clinical disease,” said Dr. Pragnya Rao
Donthineni from LV Prasad Eye Institute. “There is a possible underlying autoimmune disease
which is causing inadequate tear production and this has to be investigated.”

“Testing the tear volume is mandatory for patients with the disease. Only this test will tell if the
disease is evaporative [tear film instability], aqueous deficient or mixed,” said Dr. Basu.

Please enter a valid email address.

Making a life away from home (#adulting), my college friends and I often find ourselves sharing
tips on what helps us stay healthy. Pinged one, on our
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DISEMPOWERING GRAM SABHAS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The FRA was enacted to recognise the pre-existing rights of forest-dwellers.  

Since 1980, through the Forest Conservation Act (FCA), the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF) has “diverted for non-forest use” (bureaucratese for destroyed) over 1.5
million hectares of forest. How many Adivasis and forest-dwellers have been evicted by this
‘lawful’ forest destruction? Stripping these forests has yielded thousands of crores of rupees for
corporations to which a bulk of these forestlands were diverted, and for forest departments via
compensatory funds. But how have the original inhabitants of these forests, already among the
most marginalised, coped with the loss of homes and livelihoods?

A deafening silence meets these questions. We cannot find answers, yet, in Supreme Court
hearings on a petition by a set of conservationists and former forest officers motivated, self-
admittedly, by forest protection concerns. On February 13, the court ordered the eviction of 1.8
million Adivasi and forest-dwelling claimants under the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, to
stem supposed forest destruction. On February 28, it stayed the order until a July hearing.
Shouldn’t the destruction of over 1.5 million hectares of forest, and the misuse of the FCA, seize
the court and petitioners? And how would the FRA perform on forest stewardship, where the
FCA is failing?

The FRA was enacted to recognise the pre-existing rights of forest-dwellers. Recognising them
as “integral to the survival and sustainability of the forest ecosystem,” the FRA gives their gram
sabhas “the responsibilities and authority for sustainable use, conservation of biodiversity and
maintenance of ecological balance.”

A key 2009 regulation actualised gram sabha powers by mandating that all forest diversion
proposals and compensatory and ameliorative schemes be presented in detail to the relevant
gram sabhas to award or withhold its free, prior, informed consent, and also be preceded by the
settlement of all rights under the FRA. This long overdue move created for the first time a space
for forest communities to participate in decision-making around diversion proposals, making
forest governance more accountable, ecologically informed and resource just.

A decade on, the state and corporations are shredding this reform to bits. In 2016, for instance, I
studied a proposal whereby the Odisha Mining Corporation (OMC) sought 1,400 acres of
forestland across seven Adivasi villages of Keonjhar in the ecologically sensitive Gandhamardan
mountains, for an iron ore mine. The diversion proposal sent by the OMC and the Odisha
government to the MoEF included seven copycat gram sabha resolutions, supposedly
representing the seven villages. Each identical resolution depicted villagers, over 2,000 in all, as
saying they were not using the forests for cultivation, house-building or any livelihood, had no
individual or community claims to it, and that they “request” the government to implement the
forest diversion. In the villages, these resolutions evoked shock and rage. Residents told me
they were fake.

After my news report on the case in 2016, the MoEF asked the State government to probe the
matter. What followed is a telling comment on forest governance. The probe report, neither
shared with villagers nor made public, glossed over testimonies it gathered of 11 villagers. On
how all seven gram sabha resolutions could be identical, officials said, “This may have been
done as the same officials conducted the meetings in all villages, and the agenda of the
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meetings was also the same.” Effectively, the OMC, abetted by officials, created resolutions
tailored for forest diversion, thus emptying the gram sabhas’ free informed consent powers of
any substantive meaning. Last October, despite letters by villages about the forgery and pending
FRA claims, the MoEF issued permission to the OMC to destroy this stretch of forest.

The NDA government has effectively ensured that forest diversion is a given, and the only
sanctioned role for Adivasis and forest-dwellers is that of mute rubber stamps. On February 26,
the MoEF tried to formalise this travesty by writing to all States that FRA compliance is not
needed for ‘in-principle’ approval for diversions. Violating the FRA, this damaging move
eliminates gram sabhas from decision-making, and makes diversion a violent fait accompli for
forest-dwellers.

But communities are increasingly rejecting such disempowerment, evident from protests like a
30-km march days ago by villagers in Chhattisgarh’s Hasdeo Arand against the MoEF’s recent
decision to divert over 2,000 acres of forest to a mine, despite gram sabha forgery complaints.

A model of forest governance, forged on the back of usurping gram sabha powers, is servicing a
ruthless resource grab. The Supreme Court should examine this sabotage of the FRA that is
damaging our forests and our democracy.

Chitrangada Choudhury is a journalist and researcher. Email: suarukh@gmail.com
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ON THE LEARNING CURVE: TRANSFORMING
EDUCATION OUTCOMES IN INDIA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Among the lakhs of employees on the payrolls of State governments in India, the education
department, unarguably, has the largest share of employees. Besides frontline service providers
(teachers), there are a number of other officials and administrators who form an important part of
the educational set-up.

Given the size of the education department, any effort to introduce education reforms must
ensure that the incentives of all stakeholders are aligned throughout the system to ensure their
participation. Education transformation programmes by States run the risk of falling flat, as they
are often unaccompanied by a single transformation change road map that all key actors agree
upon and work towards. A successful example of implementing such a road map can be seen in
Haryana, which has created a race among its administrative blocks to be declared as ‘Saksham’
(Hindi for abled/skilled), i.e. have 80% or more students who are grade level competent.

Under this campaign, State officials nominate their block for the ‘Saksham Ghoshna’ once they
are reasonably confident that their block has achieved the 80% target — as a result of remedial
programmes, teacher training and internal assessments. This self-nomination is then followed by
rigorous rounds of third party assessments to vet their claims. If a block is found to be
‘Saksham’, the block officials are recognised by no less than the Chief Minister, and a large-
scale ‘show and tell’ event is organised to honour them. Further, when all blocks in a district are
declared as ‘Saksham’, the entire district is also accorded ‘Saksham’ status.

According to the latest third party assessment in February 2019, 94 blocks out of a total of 119
in Haryana have been declared ‘Saksham’ and overall grade competence has been assessed at
80%, which is a giant leap in learning outcomes when compared to the overall grade
competence of 40% in 2014. Given these early successes, many other States are also
embarking on such programmes.

The valuable lesson from all this is that inducing competition among administrative units helps
invigorate key stakeholders to work in tandem in order to achieve intended outcomes.
Competition also makes abstract goals such as ‘learning outcomes’ more real by defining exact
‘actionable’ metrics on which improvement is desired. Further, with encouragement from above,
such campaigns lead to a shift in the mindset of a State’s education administrators, many of
whom otherwise believe that high learning outcomes are almost unachievable. Political
commitment to improving the quality of education backed by strong review and monitoring
mechanisms can spur meaningful activity in States.

Since its inception, the NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India), has also been a
believer in competitive federalism that puts pressure on policymakers across States to perform
better on pre-defined goals and metrics. To translate this to education, we have now developed
the State-level ‘School Education Quality Index’ (SEQI), which seeks to make improvements in
learning outcomes a focal point of governance. It gives scores to States based on their
educational performance and puts this data out in the public domain. The SEQI uses three data
sources, including the National Achievement Survey, to come out with 33 indicators to measure
education outcomes, of which the largest weightage (48%) is given to learning outcomes. By
having a two-fold ranking system — one which recognises well-performing States via an overall
performance score, and a delta ranking that measures the level of improvement made by States
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from their base year — the NITI’s Aayog’s State ranking not only encourages competition
among States but also rewards and motivates other States to consistently improve.

The NITI Aayog’s Aspirational Districts programme, launched in early 2018, also draws from this
template. Here, 112 under-served districts across the country compete with each other in order
to achieve targets in five crucial sectors; these includeeducation, which has among a weightage
of 30%. These districts are monitored real-time and ranked on the basis of their progress. The
follow-up for each indicator is handled by the respective Ministry in charge of the same, while
NITI Aayog handles the data compilation and dissemination.

Most importantly, there is a constant focus on recognising and disseminating best practices of
select districts to other States, which act as a reward for well-performing local administrations
while providing impetus to other districts to adopt similar measures. This strategy has already
shown success; districts that were ranked low in baseline surveys, such as Virudhunagar (Tamil
Nadu), Nuapada (Odisha), Gumla (Jharkhand), Siddharthnagar (Uttar Pradesh), and
Vizianagaram (Andhra Pradesh), have shown remarkable progress in subsequent rounds of
assessment.

The fact that this programme has huge support and buy-in from the Prime Minister personally
ensures that all stakeholders are spurred into action and energised to achieve the stated goals.
Given the success of these initiatives, it is abundantly clear that the right incentive structures for
stakeholders lead to administrative efficiency, which then improves the quality of service
delivery. States therefore need to induce competition and give a boost to put all key actors in
education in the driver’s seat to improve their learning levels.

The successes that we are already witnessing in India with the systemic approach to
transforming education are inspiring. Improvement in learning outcomes is an immediate goal for
India to fulfil its aspirations of playing a greater role in the global economy and a systemic
transformation is the best solution that we have so far.

Amitabh Kant is CEO, NITI Aayog
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HEALTH MINISTRY REVIEWS THE PREPAREDNESS ON
WEST NILE FEVER.

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Health Ministry reviews the preparedness on West Nile
Fever.

Posted On: 19 MAR 2019 6:34PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare with the officials from National Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) reviewed the current situation, state preparedness and action taken to deal
with West Nile Fever (WNF) in Mallapuram district, Kerala,  today. MOHFW deputed a multi-
disciplinary public health team to Mallapuram District to investigate various epidemiological
aspects of West Nile Virus in the district and State.

The State has been advised to follow the National Vector Borne Disease Control Program
(NVBDCP) guidelines of personal protective measures to prevent mosquito bites. This
g u i d e l i n e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  N V B D C P  w e b s i t e  ( n v b d c p . g o v . i n  o r
nvbdcp.gov.in/WriteReadData/l892s/JE-AES-Prevention-Control(NPPCJA).pdf). The Ministry
has also recommended vector surveillance and control to be carried out in coordination with
NVBDCP. All cases of JE/AES are to be investigated as per guidelines of JE/ AES and also
tested for West Nile Virus. Further, the community is to be sensitized through IEC campaigns
on use of personal protective measures to prevent mosquito bites as per NVBDCP Guidelines.

West Nile Fever is a mosquito borne zoonotic disease caused by a flavivirus -West Nile Virus
(WNV). This virus is related to viruses that cause Japanese Encephalitis, yellow fever and St.
Louis encephalitis. Human infection is most often due to bites from infected mosquitoes. To
date, no human-to-human transmission of WNV through casual contact has been
documented. Infection with WNV is either asymptomatic (no symptoms) in around 80% of
infected people, or can lead to West Nile fever or severe West Nile disease.

Testing for West Nile Virus is available at the National Institute of Virology, Pune and National
Institute of Virology, Allapuzha. Facility for xeno-diagnosis with respect to infection among
vectors is available at VCRC, Kottayam. NCDC branch in Kozhikode, in coordination with
VCRC, Kottayam, will provide assistance for vector surveillance and xeno-diagnosis in the
vector as well as prepare and disseminate a standardised hospital management protocol of
AES case management to be followed by all hospitals catering to cases of AES.

***

MV/PP

(Release ID: 1569120) Visitor Counter : 402

Read this release in: Urdu
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INTEGRATE TB SERVICES WITH PRIMARY HEALTH
SYSTEM: LANCET

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Diagnosis and treatment need improvement, says the report.   | Photo Credit: Bet_Noire

Of the 10 million new tuberculosis (TB) cases reported globally in 2017 by the World Health
Organisation, 2.74 million were from India, showing a marginal reduction from 2.79 million in
2016. Despite TB incidence in the country being 204 cases per 1,00,000 in 2017, the
government has set a highly ambitious target of “eliminating TB by 2025”, five years ahead of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) target.

But according to The Lancet Global Health article based on modelling for three high-burden
countries, including India, compared with 2015 data, 57% reduction in incidence and 72%
reduction in mortality will been seen only by 2035. Strengthening the care cascade could reduce
cumulative TB incidence by 38% in the case of India, it notes. India has to adopt measures to
prevent TB on a population level to eliminate the disease in the coming decades, it adds.

The India report card says diagnosis and treatment for drug-sensitive and drug-resistant TB
need improvement. Modelling suggests that lives of eight million (28%) people with TB can be
saved over the next 30 years if tests are subsidised and patients are supported to complete the
treatment. “This would cost an extra $290 million each year, which is significantly less than
India’s $32 billion losses associated with TB mortality each year,” it notes.

The Lancet Commission recommends that India should scale up access to TB services for all
those seeking them, optimise engagement of private sector providers and guarantee universal
access to drug susceptibility testing and second line TB drugs.

“India has set an ambitious goal of eliminating TB by 2025, but integration of TB services with
the primary health system to reduce diagnostic delays is not happening. Patients are not
diagnosed and treated at the primary level, which is the first point of contact. Only this will lead
to early diagnosis and help cut the transmission cycle,” said Dr. Nalini Krishnan from the
Resource Group for Education and Advocacy for Community Health, Chennai, and co-author of
The Lancet Commissions on TB published on Thursday (March 21) in The Lancet. “In studies
carried by us in Chennai, we have seen diagnosis delay up to two months in the private sector,”
she added.

According to her, funding for the national TB control programme is encouraging, there is political
will and the programme mentions all the correct initiatives to bring the disease under control.
“Only accountability will allow course correction if things are not going well,” Dr. Krishnan said.

In an accompanying Comment piece, Health Minister J.P. Nadda writes that in 2018, TB case
notification was 2.15 million, which is 16% more than the previous year. The number of
notifications by the private sector has been increasing. “Last year, 0.54 million cases were
notified by the private sector, which is 35% increase compared with 2017,” he writes. While the
increase in case notification may appear encouraging, it is just one-fourth of the desired number.
India’s National Strategic Plan for TB Elimination (2017–25) has called for a six-time increase in
private notifications to two million patients per year by 2020.

Instead of waiting for people with TB to reach diagnostic centres for testing, India has now
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undertaken case-nding campaigns to cut the transmission cycle. So far 144 million people at risk
of the disease in 447 districts have been screened and more than 50,000 new cases have been
detected, Mr. Nadda writes.

According to the article, 10% of individuals with TB die or self-cure before presenting for care.
According to the survey in Gujarat, 40% of those bacteriologically tested positive for TB had not
sought care. Patient delay before first presentation for care is 4.1 months. Even initiation of
treatment after diagnosis happens after 2.1 days. The proportion of people with TB completing
treatment is 85%. But it says systematic efforts to screen high-risk populations have already
begun in India.
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REALITY OF IMPUNITY, RHETORIC OF HUMAN RIGHTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

In May 2017, addressing representatives from countries at the UN’s Human Rights Council, the
then Attorney General of India said, “The concept of torture is completely alien to our culture and
it has no place in the governance of the nation.”

Last week in Sitamarhi district, Bihar, two families received the bodies of their two sons from the
police. The two men were questioned at the Dumra police station for a case of theft and murder
in the area. Instead, they came back dead. The ritual bathing revealed torture — tell-tale marks
of nails hammered into their thighs and wrists.

Between the rhetoric of Geneva and the reality at Dumra lies the all too frequent story, in India,
of police torture. We are rightly cautioned to call it ‘alleged murder’ until proven in court. But the
story we come across is too common for us to suspend belief.

More than a week has passed. The motions of taking action have begun but there are clear
signs of routine impunity. Top police officials in Bihar have recognised that the custodial deaths
were “unacceptable”. There were some transfers and the policemen who were implicated were
suspended and had a criminal case filed against them. A First Information Report has been
registered. But in the first instance, the policemen who were implicated were not named. They
were arrested and taken into custody but escaped, allegedly with the help of local police. They
remain untraceable.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) is content giving the Bihar Police six weeks to
explain its conduct. A plea from several concerned civil society representatives urging the
immediate despatch of an NHRC team to Sitamarhi has been turned down. For now, it’s wait
and watch.

That torture is ‘endemic’ across police stations in India is well known. Official statistics show that
last year there were 144 deaths in police custody. About 40% of complaints received every year
by the NHRC are against the police — mainly for custodial violence.

Though forbidden by law, the system perpetuates and incentivises torture. Top police officials
tolerate it, turn a blind eye to it, citing it as a ‘practical tool’, or go easy on the perpetrators; Bihar
will be a space to watch. Those in the lower judiciary, which is the first point of check against
custodial violence, are frequently not vigilant in checking if arrested persons are secure in
custody, have a lawyer assigned, or have the means to speak out.

Often, pliant doctors further weaken protections to those in custody by willingly minimising or not
disclosing the nature of the harm or injuries they have sustained. Oversight bodies like police
complaints authorities and human rights commissions are comfortable with the slow pace of
accountability from state actors and do no doggedly pursue outcomes.

The brazenness is strengthened when legal precedents towards torture prevention are not paid
heed to. South Asia is among the last regions where the political executive must grant
permission before public servants can be prosecuted for acts done in the course of their work.
Courts have repeatedly said that torture is no part of policing and so there is no question of
waiting for permission for prosecution. Yet, the executive is still asked, decisions are delayed,
and trials cannot proceed.



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

According to judicial precedent, recovery of evidence made as a result of torture cannot be used
in court, but without proactive lawyers and magistrates, these important details are overlooked in
the early stages of the legal process. For victims of torture, this means a harder fight in courts.

Besides being illegal and immoral, torture is not even a useful tool to stop crime. Eliciting
unreliable confessions — the bedrock of the use of torture — destroys the process of deciding
through evidence-based means whether the accused is the real perpetrator or not. Moreover,
whenever it goes unpunished, torture actually supports more crime by creating a class of
criminals within law enforcement. You cannot have a cohort of torturers masquerading as
officers of the law while they destroy it.

There have been attempts to restrain the use of torture. The Kerala Police Act puts the onus on
all police officers to report any physical torture they know of. Prisons in Telangana refuse to
admit people brought into judicial custody if they appear injured; such persons are sent back to
hospitals, forcing their injuries to be properly recorded.

But isolated innovations are not enough to stop this horror that has embedded itself in the
subculture of policing. A comprehensive solution would be to ensure that disincentives are put in
place and that there is proper accountability. But there is a lack of political will.

India signed the UN Convention against Torture in 1997, but despite repeated domestic and
international recommendations to ratify it, there has been no attempt to create a specific and
comprehensive torture prevention law. This is in sharp contrast with Bangladesh, which passed
a strong law in 2013. Until we have such a law, Indians must accept that the active tolerance of
torture puts punishment before the crime and judgment in the hands of the wrong agency. This
violates the rule of law in every way.

For those who now plead on behalf of the police personnel of Sitamahri and say “let the law take
its course”, this is absolutely right. Let the effort to establish guilt or innocence be thorough and
speedy. Sadly, for Mohammad Gufran, 30, and Mohammad Taslim, 35, their guilt or innocence
will never be known after their death that day in Dumra police station. It is all so very far from the
resplendent halls of the UN in Geneva and the averments of India’s highest law officer.

Maja Daruwala is Senior Adviser, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative (CHRI). Devika
Prasad is head, Police Reforms Programme, CHRI
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THE KERALA ALERT: DRAWING ATTENTION TO THE
LITTLE-KNOWN WEST NILE VIRUS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The death of a child in Kerala’s Malappuram district has drawn attention to the epidemiology of
the little-known West Nile Virus in India. Though awareness is low, the virus is endemic to
several States. The first documented WNV case in Kerala was in Alappuzha in 2011, with the
numbers then growing. However, official records do not reflect this, given the difficulty of
diagnosing WNV in its acute phase. This microbe is serologically similar to the Japanese
Encephalitis virus, which means a go-to test, ELISA, often fails to differentiate JE antibodies
from WNV antibodies. More tests are typically needed to confirm WNV, and while the results
appear in journals, they don’t always make it to State surveillance systems. This is why, though
a 2014 Journal of Clinical Virology paper identified the 2011 Alappuzha outbreak as WNV, with
around six deaths, Kerala’s health department is calling the Malappuram death the State’s first.
The confirmation triggered an alert, but it doesn’t mean Kerala did not have WNV deaths before.

Nevertheless, the alert is a welcome move. It means that State health authorities will look harder
for the disease. Historically, wherever Indian researchers have looked for the WNV, they have
found it. The first sign of its presence came from positive antibody tests among residents of
Bombay in 1952. Thereafter, it began showing up in encephalitis patients in many of the places
it was tested for, including Maharashtra, Assam and Madhya Pradesh. In Malappuram too, the
rapid diagnosis was driven by heightened surveillance in Kerala following the 2018 Nipah
outbreak. Patient samples were sent to the Manipal Centre for Virus Research, which deployed
the Plaque Reduction Neutralisation Test, more specific than ELISA. If more States used such
diagnostics, it would help determine just how widespread WNV is in India. There is a good
chance the virus is a significant cause of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome, the infamous basket of
illnesses with no known aetiology that affect over 10,000 Indians each year. Still, WNV rarely
kills. In less than 1% of infections, the virus travels to the brain, triggering potentially fatal
encephalitis. Otherwise, it merely causes a mild flu-like illness. This could change. Viruses are
known to adapt for both greater virulence and more efficient transmission. Urbanisation and
land-use changes are bringing the virus’s zoonotic hosts, such as birds, in more frequent contact
with humans. Given increased mobility, viruses can hitch a ride to new regions via infected
humans and vectors. All this makes the WNV a formidable foe. India’s best defence is better
surveillance, which will help doctors reach patients early to prevent complications. Kerala could
not prevent the death in Malappuram, but other States should adopt its model of heightened
surveillance.

Please enter a valid email address.

Cases of sexual assault and blackmail must be pursued swiftly and the guilty brought to book

Already a user? Sign In

To know more about Ad free news reading experience and subscription Click Here

or Please remove the Ad Blocker

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-03-26

PARADIGM SHIFT FOR TB CONTROL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Tuberculosis (TB) remains the biggest killer disease in India, outnumbering all other infectious
diseases put together — this despite our battle against it from 1962, when the National TB
Programme (NTP) was launched. All hope was pinned on mass BCG vaccination to prevent TB.
In 1978, the Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) began, giving BCG to all babies soon
after birth and achieving more than 90% coverage. Yet, when evaluated in 1990, the NTP and
the EPI had not reduced India’s TB burden.

In 1993, the Revised National TB Control Programme (RNTCP) was launched, offering free
diagnosis and treatment for patients, rescuing them from otherwise sure death. However,
treatment is not prevention. Prevention is essential for control.

Why did the NTP and the EPI fail? Visionary leaders had initiated a BCG vaccine clinical trial in
1964 in Chingelpet district, Tamil Nadu. Its final report (published in the Indian Journal of
Medical Research in 1999) was: BCG did not protect against TB infection or adult pulmonary
TB, the ‘infectious’ form. By then, the RNTCP was in expansion mode; experts hoped that curing
pulmonary TB might control TB by preventing new infections. That assumption was without
validation in high prevalence countries.

BCG immunisation does prevent severe multi-organ TB disease in young children, and must be
continued but will not control TB.

In countries with 5-10 cases in a lakh people annually, curing TB sustains the low disease
burden. In India, with 200-300 cases in a lakh in a year, curing TB is essential to reduce
mortality, but is not sufficient to prevent transmission. By 2014-15, the RNTCP was found to be
very successful in reducing mortality, but failing to control TB. Why? From when a person
becomes infectious to when he/she turns non-infectious by treatment, there is a gap of several
weeks during which the infection saturates contacts in the vicinity. Delays in care seeking and
diagnosis are the result of lack of universal primary health care.

The way forward to control TB and to monitor its trajectory was proposed in 2009, in an editorial
in Tropical Medicine & International Health titled “Paradigm shift for tuberculosis control in high
prevalence countries”. According to the editorial, an innovative strategy was necessary.

True to its reputation as being one of the most progressive in health management, Tamil Nadu is
planning to implement this new strategy in one revenue district, Tiruvannamalai. If successful, it
will be replicated in all other districts. To ensure public participation — a missing element in the
RNTCP — the new model will be in public-private participation mode. The Rotary movement,
having demonstrated its social mobilisation strengths in polio eradication, will partner with the
State government in the TB control demonstration project.

What is India’s plan to eliminate TB?

Tiruvannamalai, a pioneer district in health management, was the first in India (1988-90) to
eliminate polio using the inactivated polio vaccine (IPV), under a Health Ministry-Indian Council
of Medical Research-Christian Medical College project.

The Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine and the National Health Mission will
lead all national, State and district health agencies, district and local administration, departments
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of education, social welfare and public relations and government medical college. The Rotary
will ensure the participation of all players (health and non-health) in the private sector.

Last year we wrote in these columns that TB control requires the slowing down of infection,
progression and transmission. Pulmonary TB causes transmission, resulting in infection which
leads to progression as TB disease. To transform this vicious cycle into a virtuous cycle of TB
control, spiralling down TB prevalence continuously, transmission, infection and progression
must be addressed simultaneously — this is the Tiruvannamalai TB mantra.

TB bacteria float in the air, people inhale that air and get infected. The closer one is to a
pulmonary TB person, the greater the probability of catching infection. We must reduce chances
of transmission by insisting that the TB affected should cover their mouth and nose while
coughing and sneezing and not to spit in open spaces. Only when the public at large practise
cough and sneeze etiquette and refrain from spitting in the open, can we ensure that the TB
affected also will follow suit. The Rotary will spearhead public education for behaviour
modification, starting in all schools and continuing through to adults.

Progression to TB disease from infection can be prevented by giving World Health Organisation-
recommended short-term ‘preventive treatment’. Infection is silent, but diagnosable with the
tuberculin skin test (TST). Testing all people periodically is not possible. Cohorts of
schoolchildren (5, 10 and 15 years) can be tested and those TST positive given preventive
treatment. This tactic achieves three results at one go — an infected child gets preventive
treatment and points to adults with undiagnosed TB in the household. Finally, the annual TST
positive rate provides an objective measure of annual infection frequency for plotting the control
trajectory.

World TB Day is observed on March 24. In 2019 the slogan was “It’s Time…” to take TB control
seriously. On March 13, 2018, the Prime Minister, who was inaugurating the End TB Summit,
declared that India would end TB by 2025. On September 26, 2018, the first ever United Nations
High Level Meeting on TB declared the urgent agenda “United to end TB – an urgent global
response to a global epidemic”. Rhetoric and declarations cannot control TB; a strategy of
simultaneously using all biomedical and socio-behavioural interventions can.

Ending TB by 2025 is impossible but pulling the TB curve down by 2025 and sustaining the
decline ever after is in the realm of reality. True to the spirit of World TB Day theme, we laud
Tamil Nadu for deciding ‘It’s time — to take bold and imaginative initiatives to create a TB
control model’. Tamil Nadu, an erstwhile global leader in TB research during the 1960s through
the 1990s, will now become the global leader in TB control.

Dr. T. Jacob John, a retired doctor from CMC Vellore, is Chairman, Rotary Club of Vellore TB
Control Society. Dr. Shobha Varthaman is a volunteer with Doctors without Borders and a
Rotarian
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PROJECT KANNAMMA PROVIDES SANITARY NAPKINS
TO GOVERNMENT SCHOOL STUDENTS IN CHENNAI

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

One step ahead (Far left) Workers from Irula Tribal Women’s Welfare Society manufacturing the
Aavaram pads (left)  

“I couldn’t sleep at night, knowing a teenager lost a possible scholarship, because of her period,”
says IT professional Sugirda Nishanth. Member of Uthandi Residents Association, the 35-year-
old Sugirda recalls how a star carrom player at the Government school they had adopted,
missed travelling for her 2018 State championship because she was menstruating, and did not
have access to any sanitary napkins. “Something so basic changed the course of her future. It
broke my heart,” says Sugirda, her initial visceral reaction still palpable in her eyes.

Soon after this episode, in the August of 2018, she would start Project Kannamma, providing
free, biodegradable sanitary napkins to 82 students at the Government High School in Uthandi.

Last year, a talk by motivational speaker Jayanthasri Balakrishnan, at the Rotary Club of Madras
North, sparked a mini revolution in Uthandi. ‘Chinna Chinna Aasai’ brought neighbourhood kids
together to provide a fun outing to the less fortunate, but Balakrishnan stressed that needs,
more than desires, have to be addressed: she was talking about menstrual hygiene in districts
around Chennai.

“I didn’t realise young girls were wrapping hay, ash or leaves in coarse cloth as a substitute for a
pad. Some skip school altogether. I had to do something about it,” explains Sugirda, on how
Project Kannamma was born, under the umbrella of Rotary Club of Madras North. Today, under
Project Kannamma, Rotary North supports 300 girls across seven Government and
Government-aided schools in the city.

The sanitary napkins are provided by the Irula Tribal Women’s Welfare Society (ITWWS) (The
Irula tribes are classified as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups.) “Women from the community
make 1000 pads per day, using Arunachalam Muruganantham, aka, Padman’s machines. If the
group sells 15,000 pads per month, it can sustain the families of 12 tribal women,” explains
Jacob Premkumar, who works with ITWWS. The sanitary napkin, under the brand Aavaram, is
prepared with natural raw materials such as cotton and wood pulp, and a pack of six costs just
22.

“A pack of pads is a luxury for some families. Now we get natural ones at school, and we are
happy that a doctor speaks to us about our hygiene,” says KS*, the head girl at the school.

Dr Maragathamani G, a gynaecologist affiliated with Project Kannamma, adds, “Many of the girls
had misconceptions about their periods; they had no idea about the timing of their cycle. I am
glad they are all so open-minded, asking questions and then informing their families as well.”

PS*, another student at the school, chimes in, “Earlier, we would use one pad the whole day,
just to save money, and if our uniforms got stained, we had to go home to change, and we
would miss our classes. Now, we are happy,” she says, with a smile.

“For 360, a single student receives pads for the year, and sessions with a gynaecologist. We are
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trying to shift the burden from the staff, who often use their own resources to buy sanitary
napkins for the students,” adds Sugirda. She recounts what Ashok Kumar, Principal at the
Panchayat Union Middle School, Mootaikaran Chavadi, said of the impact of Project Kannamma
in his school. “He said that his students benefited greatly from it. The teachers are given the
requisite number of packs per month and everything runs like clockwork.”

It is a labour of love, says Sugirda, who has a boy and a girl of her own. “I see how girls have to
work twice as hard to get anywhere they want. Something as normal as their period should not
keep them away from class or competitions. I want to take this programme to rural areas,
around Chennai. Right now, our Rotary Club is sponsoring the programme, but we are looking
for like-minded groups to pay it forward,” she says.

For further details or donations, contact Rotary Club Members Venkatesh (9840346608), Anand
(9094796766), or Sugirda N (9962555878).

*Names hidden to protect the identity.
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